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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



The Refonnation is an eyent of such vast importance 
in itself, and replete with so much good to mankind, that 
no christian in particular, ought to be unacquainted wiUi 
its history. In it are exhibited some of the depths of 
Satan, man*s common enemy — some of the lengths to 
which the apostacy had been suffered to run — and some 
of its deadly consequences to the human race. In it also 
may be seen the providence of God, concerning the pre- 
servation of the Holy Scriptures in the world, notwith- 
standing the various means used to stifle and destroy them, 
lest their voice should be heard. — Strikingly visible also, 
are the grace and wisdom of God, in raising up men and 
adapting them to the arduous and dangerous task of 
delivering the world from the delusive slavery of the 
''Man of sin." We, and a great part of Christendom 
have long been reaping the fruit of their sufferings and 
labours ; by the restoration of sound doctrine— liberty of 
conscience— the multipUcit^ ot ^"ft 'ELq^i ^wj^nnsj^^*^^ 
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divinely instituted ordinances of Beligion — in a word, by 
llie restoration of every thing to make us wise, holy, and 
useful to one another, and happy both in this world, and 
in that which is to come. To acquaint ourselves, therefore, 
with the history of those good men — those men of provi- 
dence and grace, by whose intsrumentality such unbound- 
ed and unspeakable benefit has been restored to us and 
the world, is very desirable. And to know our mercies, is 
calculated to excite our gratitude to Him, from whom de- 
scends every good and every perfect gift To promote these 
objects, and to stir up the pure minds of the people of 
God to a more lively recognition of tEeir duty and obliga- 
tions, are the motives that have led to a selection of one 
of those honoured men for our contemplation, and, as far 
as possible, our imitation. But the whole work, from 
which this selection is made, is most devoutly recommend- 
ed to the oareftil perusal of every one. 

*»* The cause of the omission of the cedilla, whereyrsisit- 
ed, will be sufficiently apparent to the intelligent reader. 



FAREL. 



CHAPTEE I. 

INTBODUCTION. 

Farel's birth place and early days — Pilgrimage to the Holy Cios»— 
His obsequious respect to the ceremonies of the papal church— 
His desire for knowledge— Obtains permission to become a Stu- 
dent — Movements in France relative to the Reformation fayourable 
to Farel's conversion — His attachment to Lefevre — Bis gra- 
dual approach to a knowledge of the truth, and the struggles of 
his mind between truth and error— liefevre's labours tend to the 
conversion of Farel. 

In the Alpine districts, three leagues from the old town of 
Gap, by the side of Grenoble, not far from the flowery turf 
which covers the table-land of the mountain of Bayard, 
near the place where the Buzon rises, stood, and still is 
found, a group of houses, half concealed by the trees 
which surround them, and which bear the name of Fare], 
or, in the dialect of the country, Fareau. Situated on an 
extensive site, and raised above the neighbouring cottages, 
was to be seen a house of that class denominated gentU- 
hammikre, (or a gentleman's seat.) An orchard surround- 
ed it, and led to the village. TViei^, m^% Nx^\sJ«3v5ap?»»''GsaR». 
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of 1489, lived a noble family of acknowledged piety, of 
the name of Farel. Daring the year in which the papacy 
most vigorously employed its severities in Dauphiny, was 
bom in this sequestered abode, a son, to whom was given 
the name of William. Three brothers, Daniel, Walter, 
Claude, and one sister, grew up with William, and partook 
in his sports, on the banks of the Buzon, and at the foot 
of the Bayard. There it was, that the infancy and the 
early youth of William were passed. His father and mo- 
ther were amongst the most devoted servants of the 
papacy. lie tells us himself, " my father and mother be- 
lieved every thing," and accordingly brought up their chil- 
dren in the precepts of the Bomish faith. God had 
endowed William Farel with rare qualities, calculated to 
give him great ascendency over the minds of others. Of 
a penetrating spirit, lively imagination, full of sincerity 
and integrity, of greatness of soul, which did not permit 
him, at any price whatever, to act contrary to the convic- 
tions of his heart; above all, of an ardour, a fire, an in- 
domitable courage, a hardihood which shrunk from no 
obstacle ; — ^but at the same time, possessing the defects 
conjoined with these qualities, his parents were frequently 
obliged to repress his violence. 

Four leagues to the south of Gap, upon a mountain, 
which rises above the impetuous waters of the Durance, 
was a celebrated place, named, ** The Holy Cross." Wil- 
liam was only seven or eight years old when his father and 
mother resolved to conduct him thither on pilgrimage. 
" Tlie cross in that place," said they, *' is made of the very 
wood on which Jesus Christ was crucified." The family 
oommenced their journey, and al length arrived at the 
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highly venerated cross, hefore which they prostrated them- 
selves. After having duly considered the sacred wood, 
and the copper of the cross, made, as said the priest, of 
the hasin in which our Lord washed the feet of his apos- 
tles, the attention of the pilgrims was directed to a small 
crucifix attached to the cross. " When the devils," said 
the priest) " send hail and thunder bolts, this crucifix be- 
comes so violently agitated that it seems to leave the cross, 
as if wishful to run against the devil, and throws out 
sparks of fire to oppose the bad weather ; if this were not 
the case, nothing would remain upon the earth." The 
pious pilgrims were much affected by the recital of prodi- 
gies so great " No one," continued the priest, " knows 
or sees any of these things excepting myself and this 
man." — The pilgrims looked round, and near them beheld 
a man of strange exterior. " At the sight of him," says 
Farel, " we were struck with terror. "White scales covered 
the pupils of his eyes; whether it was that they were 
really there, or that Satan made them appear so. This 
extraordinary man, whom the incredulous called the 
priest's sorcerer, appealed to by him, immediately replied, 
that the prodigy was true." A new episode finished the 
scene, adding to the superstitions the idea of criminal dis- 
orders. "Presently appeared a young woman, having 
other devotion than that of the cross, and carrying her lit- 
tle child, covered with a cloth. The priest then came, and 
led away the woman with the child into the chapel. I 
venture to say, that no dancer ever took a woman and led 
her away with better grace than did this one. But such 
was our blindness, that neither the looks of the one nor 
the other, op even their mxaeexaV^ «fi,\Aft-tta,\b^ xva '^ ^^-wfic- 
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dcr ihem as less good and holy. It was evident that the 
woman, and our gallant priest perfectly understood the 
miracle, and used it as a covering for their intercourse." 

William thiew himself with all his soul into the super- 
stitious practices of his credulous family. The same zeal, 
which at a subsequent period led him to traverse so many 
places, in order to spread the knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
now attracted him wherever the church held forth some 
miracle, or exacted some special adoration. Dauphiny 
had its seven wonders, which, for a long time impressed 
the imagination of the people.* But the beauties of na- 
ture, by which he was surrounded, were of themselves 
sufficient to raise his soul to the Creator. The magnificent 
chain of the Alps, those summits covered with eternal 
snow, those vast rocks which sometimes shooting their 
pointed summits into the air, and sometimes extending 
their immense cragged tops above the clouds appeared like 
detached islands suspended from the heavens ; all diese 
grandeurs of creation which at that time were elevating 
the soul of Ulrich Zwingle in the Tockenburg, spoke with 
power to the heart of "William Farel, in the mountains of 
Dauphiny. 

"William thirsted for life, for knowledge, for light ; he 
aspired to something great — ^he asked permission to study. 
This was a great blow to his father, who thought that a 
young noble need know nothing but his rosary and his 
sword. Just then every one was extolling the valor of a 
young feUow-countryman of "William Farel, a Dauphinese 
like him, named Terrail, but known sometimes by the 

• The Srey fountain, the tubs of Sassenage, the manna of Brian- 
coa, &c., &c. 
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name of Bayard, who in the battle of Tar, on the other 
side of the Alps, had been displaying an astonishing 
courage. " Such sons," said they, " are like arrows in the 
hand of a mighty man ; thrice happy is the man whose 
quiver is full of them ? " The father of Farel endea- 
voured to check the taste that William shewed for learning. 
But the young man was immoveable. God destined him 
to nobler conquests than those of Bayard. He urged re- 
peated entreaties, and at length the old gentleman yielded. 
Farel immediately gave himself up to study, with amazing 
energy. The masters whom he found in Dauphiny afford- 
ed him little aid, and he was obliged to struggle against 
the bad methods, and the foolery of his instructors. These 
difficulties excited, instead of discouraging him, and the 
obstacles that lay in his way, he soon surmoimted. His 
brothers followed his example. At a later period, Daniel 
entered upon a political career, and was employed in some 
important negotiations concerning religion. Walter gain- 
ed the entire confidence of the Count de Furstenburg. 
Farel, greedy after knowledge, having learnt all that he 
could acquire in his province, turned his attention else- 
where. The celebrity of the university of Paris had long 
filled the Christian world. He desired to see this mother 
of all the sciences, this true light of the church, which 
never suffers eclipse, this clear and polished mirror of the 
faith, which no cloud has obscured, and which no touch 
has defiled;" he obtained permission of his parents, and 
set out for the capital of France. 

One day in the year 1510, or shortly after, the young 
Dauphinese arrived at Paris. The country had made him 
A zealous servant of the pOii^M^ \ ^"a <i«^\\»^'«*a.Mi'*R.'«*s«^- 
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plish another purpose. In France it was not from a small 
town, as in Germany, that the Reformation was to issue. 
It was from the Metropolis that all those impulses by 
which the people were moved, were to be sent forth. A 
concurrence of providential circumstances rendered Paris, 
at the commencement of the sixteenth century, a focus 
from whence might easily escape a spark of life. The 
young man, from the environs of Gap, just arrived there, 
humble and ignorant, was to receive this spark into his 
heart, and several others with him. 

Louis XII, the father of the people, had just convoked 
at Tours, the representatives of the clergy of France. 
This prince seems to have anticipated the time of the Re- 
formation; so that, if this great revolution had taken 
place under his reign, the whole of France would have, 
probably, become protestant. The assembly of Tours had 
declared that the king had the right of making war upon 
the pope, and of executing the decrees of the coimcils of 
Basle. These measures were the subject of all conversa- 
tions in colleges, as well as in town, and at court, and 
they could not fail to make a lively impression on the 
mind of the young Farel. 

At Paris, as in Germany, and in Switzerland, the re-es- 
tablishment of the holy doctrine was to be preceded by tlie 
restoration of letters. But the hands which thus prepared 
the materials, were not in France, to be those that should 
raise the edifice. Amongst all the doctors who then 
adorned the capital, might be noticed a man of very short 
stature, of mean appearance, and low origin, whose geni- 
us, learning, and eloquence had, for all those who heard 
Jiim tm JBdescribable chann. Hia name was Lef^vre, — 
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lie was bom about the year 1455, at Etaples, a small place 
in Picardy. He had received, according to Theodore Beza, 
but a rude, and even barbarous education; but his genius 
had supplied the place of every master; while his piety, 
his knowledge, and the greatness of his soul, shone forth 
with the greatest briUiancy. He had travelled much, and 
it even appears that the desire of extending his knowledge 
had led him into Asia and to Africa. From the year 140-3, 
Leffevre became a doctor of theology, in the university of 
Paris. He there iomiediately occupied an eminent posi- 
tion, and was tlie first in the esteem of Erasmus. 

Lefevre perceived that he had a task to fulfil. Although 
attached to the practices of Rome, he proposed to attack 
the barbarism which reigned in the university ; and set 
himself to teach the different branches of philosophy and 
science with a clearness hitherto unknown. He endea- 
voured to revive the study of the languages and ancient 
learning. He went farther ; he saw, that to effect tlie work 
of regeneration, philosophy and literature are insuflficient. 
Quitting, therefore, tlie scholasticism, which for so many 
ages had solely occupied the school, he returned to the 
Bible, and re-established in Cliristendom the study of the 
Holy Scriptures, and evangelical learning. It was not to 
drj' researcrh tliat he abandoned himself; he went to tlie 
hetu-t of tlie Bible. His eloquence, his frankness, his 
amiability captivated all hearts. Grave and instructive in 
the pulpit, yet, m his intercourse with his pupils, mani- 
festing a sweet familiarity. 

This learned man, at the same time, submitted to all 
the observances of the church with the simplicity of a 
child, he spent as much time m ^e 0Ksxt<2««si ^^xsOsi* 
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Study, so that an intimate relation seemed likely to unite 
the old doctor of Picardy, and the young scholar of Dau- 
phiny. When two natures so similar meet, even though it 
be in the wide circumference of a capital, they tend to- 
wards each other. In his pious pilgrimages, the young 
Faiel soon remarked an old man, the fervor of whose de- 
votion struck him. He prostrated himself before the 
unages, and remaining long on his knees, prayed with 
earnestness, and devoutly repeated his hours. " Never," 
said Farel, " had I seen a chanter of mass perform with 
greater reverence." It was Leffevre. William Farel eagerly 
desired an acquaintance with him ; and he could not con- 
tain his joy, when this celebrated man received him with 
kindness. William had now found that to seek which, he 
had come to the capital. From that period, his greatest 
happiness was to converse with the doctor of Etaples, to 
listen to him, to follow his admirable instructions, and to 
prostrate himself devoutly with him, before the same ima- 
ges. Often might the old Leffevre and his yoimg disciple 
be seen carefully adorning with flowers, a figure of the 
Virgin, and murmuring together, far from all Paris, far 
from the scholars, and the doctors, their fervent petitions 
to Mary. The attachmsnt of Farel to Leffevre, was re- 
marked by many. The respect borne to the old doctor, 
was reflected upon his young pupil. This illustrious 
friendship drew the Dauphinese from his obscurity. He 
soon acquired a reputation by his zeal, and many rich and 
pious persons in Paris, entrusted him with diflferent sums 
to be applied to the support of poor students. 

Some time elapsed before Lefevre and his disciple ar- 
rjred at a clear view of the truth. It was not the hope of 
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some rich benefice, or the taste for a dissolute life, that 
attached Farel to the pope ; such vulgarities were not made 
for a soul like his. The pope was to him the visible head 
of the church, a sort of god, by whose commandments the 
soul might be saved. If he heard any one speak irrever- 
ently of the pontiflf, he gnashed his teeth like a furious 
wolf, and wished that a thunder-bolt might strike the guilty 
one, " so that he might be utterly ruined." " I believe," 
said he, " in the cross, in pilgrimages, in vows, in relics. 
That which the priest holds in his hands, puts into the 
box, shuts up, eats, and gives others to eat, is my only true 
God, and for me, there is no other than he, either in hea- 
ven or upon earth." 

Thus the more Farel seemed to seek God, the more his 
piety languished, and the more superstition grew in his 
heart ; all was going from bad to worse. And from this 
state he only emerged by little and little. He had former- 
ly read profane authors ; but his piety deriving no nourish- 
ment from them, he began to meditate on the lives of the 
saints; infatuated as he was, these tales only Increased 
his infatuation. He then began to study many of the 
doctors of the age ; but having come to them unhappy, he 
left them stUl more miserable. He then applied himself 
to the ancient philosophers, and expected to leam from 
Aristotle how to be a christian ; his hope was again de- 
ceived. Books, images, relics, Aristotle, Mary, and the 
saints, all were useless. This ardent soul passed from one 
human wisdom to another, without finding wherewith to 
appease the hunger which consumed him. The pope, 
however, allowing the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes- 
tament, to be called. The Holy Bible, ^^^\\i^%^»!sv\F^'t'«*5^ 
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them, as Luther had formerly done, in the cloister of Er- 
furth, and he was greatly amazed at finding, that all upon 
earth is otherwise than as represented in the holy Scrip- 
tures. Perhaps, he was about to arrive at the truth, when 
suddenly an accession of darkness precipitated him into a 
new abyss. " Satan came suddenly upon me," said he, 
"fearing to lose his possession, and wrought in me accord- 
ing to custom." A terrible struggle between the word of 
God, and the word of the church, then arose in his heart. 
If he met with any passages in the Scriptures that oppos- 
ed the practices of Borne, he cast down his eyes, blushed, 
and did not dare to believe what he read. " Ah !" said he, 
fearing to turn his thoughts towards his Bible, " I do not 
suflBciently understand these things ; I must give to these 
Scriptures another sense than that which they seem to me 
to have ; I must abide by the wisdom of the church, and 
even, of the pope ! " 

His mental darkness increased, and became such as 
might be felt One day, as he was reading the Bible, a 
doctor happened to come in, and roughly reproved him : 
" No one," said he, " ought to read the holy Scriptures be- 
fore he has learnt philosophy, and taken his degrees." 
That was a preparation not required by the apostles ; but 
Fai-el believed him. "I was," said he, " the most unhappy 
of all men, shutting my eyes that I might not see." From 
that time there was in the young Dauphinese a return to 
Romish fervor. The legends of the saints excited his 
imagination. The severer were the monastic rules, and 
the greater was his liking for them. Friars inhabiting 
dark cells, in the midst of woods, he visited with respect, 
and joined in their ftnsterities. " I employed myself en- 
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tirely, day and night in serving the devil," says he, " ac- 
cording to the man of sin, the pope. I had my pantheon 
in ray heart, and so many intercessors, so many saviours, 
80 many gods, that I might well have heen taken for a pa- 
pal register. The darkness could not become denser ; the 
morning star was about to rise, and it was at the word of 
Lef^vre, it should appear. Already were to be found in 
the doctor of Etaples some rays of light ; an inward con- 
viction assured him that the church could not remain in 
the state in which she then was ; and often at the very 
moment when he returned from chanting mass, or had 
risen from before some image, the old man, turning to- 
wards his young disciple, and seizing his hand, would say 
in a solemn tone : **My dear William, God will renew the 
world, and you will see it ! " Farel did not perfectly un- 
derstand these words. But Leffevre did not confine him- 
self to these mysterious sayings; a great change, which 
was then operating in him, was to produce similar effects 
in his pupil. 

The old doctor was at that time employed in a laborious 
work; he was carefully collecting the legends of the saints 
and martyrs, and aiTanging them according to the order in 
which their names stand in the calendar. Of these, two 
months had been printed, when one of those rays, which 
come from above, suddenly illuminated his soul. He 
could not resist the disgust which these puerile supersti^ 
tions beget in a Christian heart. The greatness of the 
word of God, made him sensible of the abject character 
of these fables. They appeared to him no better than 
"brimstone adapted to kindle the fire of idolatry." He 
abandoned his work, and throwing lax tconi. \i\sxx ^^-aaX^- 
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gends, he turned with delight to the holy Scriptures. At 
the moment, when Lef^vre, quitting the marvellous histo- 
ries of tlie saints, put his hand on the word of God, there 
commenced a new era in France ; and this is the principle 
of the Reformation. 

In short, Lef^vre, drawn away from the fables of the 
breviary, began to study the Epistles of St. Paul; the 
light increased rapidly in his heart, and he immediately 
communicated to his disciples that knowledge of the tnitfa, 
which we find in his commentaries. Strange to the school 
and to the age, were the doctrines tben listened to in Paris, 
and tliat were spread by means of the press throughout the 
Christian world. One may easily imagine how the young 
students, who heard them, were struck, moved, and chang- 
ed by them, and that thus, already, before the year 1518, 
was prepared for France the dawn of a new day. 



CHAPTER 11. 



JusliGcation — ^Farel's conversion— His review of bis past and pres- 
ent condition — Rejoices in tbe rest be finds in Clirist— His sini> 
plicity — Persecution. 

The doctrine of justification by faith, which by a single 
blow, oyertumed the subtleties, the scholasticism, and the 
practices of the papacy, was boldly announced in the 
bosom of the Sorbonne. " It is God alone," said the doc- 
tor, and the vaulted roofs of the University must have 
been astonished to resound with words so strange, " it is 
God alone, who by his grace through faith, justifies unto 
eternal life." 

Thus a new life, and a new teaching had penetrated the 
University of Paris. The doctrine of faith, formerly 
preached amongst the Gauls, by Pothinus and by Tren- 
eeus, was again heard there. Jesus Christ was preached. 
Great uproar prevailed on the benches of the University, 
and the students began to be almost as much occupied 
with the evangelical doctrines as with the subtleties of the 
schools, or with comedies. Many of those whose lives 
were the least irreproachable held, however, to works, and 
seeing that the doctrine of faith condemned thavt \Ck«ssKs!et. 
of living, they pretended that ^t, Jwai^i^ ^^ o^^^^'^^ ^» 
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St Paul. Lef&vre determined to defend the treasure he 
had discovered, shewed the agreement between the two 
Apostles. "Does not St. James say, (chap. 1st,) that 
every good and perfect gijl cometh from above ? " Now, 
who will deny that justification is the good and perfect 
gift ? If we see a man move, the respiration which we 
observe in him is a sufficient sign of life. Thus works are 
necessary, but only as signs of a living faith which justi- 
fication accompanies. Is it the eye-salve, or the lotions 
that enlighten the eye ? No it is the influence of the sun. 
Well then, these lotions and eye-salves, are our works. 
Only the ray darted from the Sun above, is justification 
itself. 

Farel heard these lessons with avidity. This word of 
salvation by grace, had to him an indefinable charm. 
Every objection fell, every struggle ceased. Scarcely had 
Leffevre announced the doctrine, than Farel embraced it 
with all the ardor of his soul. The labours and struggles 
he had sustained were sufficient to convince him that he 
could not save himself. Accordingly, as soon as he saw 
in the word, that God saves gratuitously, he believed it. 
" Leffevre," says he, " drew me from the false opinion of 
merit, and taught me that all comes through grace, which 
I believed as soon as it was told me." He listened, filled 
with joy, received all, and eagerly entered upon the new 
way, thus suddenly opened before him. There was, how- 
ever, one point of his ancient faith which he could not yet 
entirely relinquish; that was, the invocation of saints. 
The best minds frequently have these remnants of dark- 
ness, to which they cling, even after their illumination. 
Farel heard with astonishment, when the illustrious doctor 
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declared, " that Christ alone ought to he inToked." " Reli- 
gion has hut one foundation," said Lef6vre, "but one end, 
but one head, Jesus Christ, blessed for evermore ; he has 
trod the wine-press alone. Let us not then, surname our- 
selves by the name of St Paul, or ApoUos, or of Peter. 
The cross of Christ alone opens heaven, and it only shuts 
the door of hell." On hearing these words, a great con- 
flict arose in the soul of Farel. On the one hand, he saw 
the multitude of the saints with the church ; on the other, 
Jesus Christ only, with his master. Sometimes he inclined 
to one side, and sometimes to the other ; it was his last 
error, and his last combat, he hesitated, again attaching 
himself to those venerable men, at whose feet Rome pros- 
trated herself. At length the decisive blow was given from 
above. The scales fell from his eyes. Jesus appeared to 
him alone worthy. ** Then," said he, " the papacy was 
entirely overturned in my estimation, I began to detest her 
as diabolical, and the holy word of God had the first place 
in my heart." 

" It was necessary," said Farel, " that popery should fall 
by little and little from my heart, for by the first move- 
ment, she did not fall low." He contemplated the abyss of 
superstition into which he had been plunged. Standing 
on its verge, he again examined its depths with dismay, 
and flew from it with a sensation of terror. ** Oh ! what 
horror have I of myself, and of my faults, when I think 
of them ! " cried he, " Lord," he continued, " if my soul 
had served thee, in true faith, as thy faithful servants have 
done; if I had but prayed to, and honoured thee, as much 
as I have given my heart to the mass, and to serve th& ^x^.- 
chanted wafer, giving it all hoiio\ii\'' T^xja ^^ '^^ -^wisis^ 
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Dauphiuese deplore his past life, and with tears repeat the 
language of St. Augustine. " Too late have I known thee, 
and too late have I loved thee." At another time he said, 
with deep sorrow, " I was whoUy employed day and night, 
in serving the devil, after the fashion of that man of sin, 
the pope." The recollection of his devotion to popery, 
was a source of grief and pain to his mind : " I am hor- 
ror-struck," said he, "when I consider, the hours, the 
prayers, and the divine honours, which I myself have 
offered, and caused others to offer to the cross, and such 
things." 

Farel had found Jesus Christ, and having arrived in 
port, he was delighted to repose after such long storms. 
" Now," said he, " every thing presents itself to me under 
a new aspect. The Scripture is cleared ; prophecy is open- 
ed ; the Apostles throw gpreat light into my soul." "A voice 
until then unknown, the voice of Christ my shepherd, my 
master, my teacher, speaks to me with power." Escaped 
from so great an evil, he turned to the Bihle, and began 
zealously to study Greek and Hebrew. He constantly 
read the holy Scriptures with lively and increasing affec- 
tion, and God enlightened him from day to day. He still 
continued to observe the old worship of the church ; but 
what found he there? cries, innumerable chants, words 
pronounced without meaning, Often, in the midst of the 
multitude, pressing round an image or an altar, he would 
cry out, " Thou only, thou, art God, thou, only thou, art 
wise ; thou, only thou, art good. Nothing may be taken 
from thy holy law, nothing may be added to it, for thou 
art the only Lord, and it is thou alone who will and must 
command." 



BIS PEBSSCUTIOl^. 29 

Thus all men, and all doctors fell in Facers esteem, 
from the heights to which his imagination had raised 
them, and he now saw nothing in the world, hut God, and 
his word. The other doctors of Paris, had already hy 
their persecutions of Leffevre, fallen in his eyes ; hut soon 
Leffevre himself, his heloved guide, was to him, no more 
than a man. He loved him, he venerated him still, hut 
God alone, hecame his master. 

The violent oppositions raised against the doctor of 
Staples for holdly preaching the doctrine of present sal- 
vation, hy grace through faith, were so great that he was 
constrained to leave Paris, and accept the friendly asylum 
offered him at Meaux, by the pious Briconnet. Farel 
pursued his studies with the greatest diligence and suc- 
cess ; and attained the degree of master of arts. But so 
ardent was his desire for the salvation of his fellow crea- 
tures, and so assiduous was he in endeavouring to promote 
the reformation, that the enmity which had driven Leffevre 
from Paris, now exerted its influence against him. Farel, 
it is true, did not ascend the pulpits, for he was not a 
priest ; but at the university, in the city, amongst the pro- 
fessors, the priests, the students, tlie citizens, he vigor- 
ously defended the cause of the reformation. His position 
became daily more critical; and at length he was obliged 
to leave Paris, and follow his leader to Meaux. There, 
in the company of Leffevre, his spirit was greatly refresh- 
ed ; but being unable to labour, either with the hope of 
much success, or safety to his person, he soon left Meaux, 
and took refuge at the foot of the Alps, where he displayed 
great activity, and where, for a time, he enjoyed the a>K«i«.tA 
of domestic life, in the bosom oi \i\a irao^i- "^^'^ x's^^-^^ 
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of what had passed at Meaux, and at Paris, had inspired 
his brothers with a degree of terror; but an unknown 
power attracted them towards the new and admirable 
things on which William conversed with them. The latter 
besought them, with all the earnestness of his zeal, to re- 
ceive the gospel ; and Daniel, Walter, and Claude were at 
length won to that God whom their brother announced. 
They did not at first abandon the worship of their fore- 
fathers ; but when persecution arose, they magnanimously 
sacrificed their friends, their wealth, and their country, 
that they might worship Jesus Christ in freedom. 



CHAPTER III. 



Farel at Gap — ^His ardent lore for sonla— The conrersion of Ane- 
raond de Coct — After various labours and persecutions leaves Gap 
and visits Switzerland — After a tedious journey is received and 
entertained by QEk^>larapadiu8 — ^Indecision revolting to him — His 
conduct at Basle— A covenant— Compelled to leave Switzerland. 

Fabel did not restrain his exhortations to his brothers ; 
he announced the truth to his relations and friends at 
Gap, and in the environs. It even appears, if we may 
credit a manuscript, that, profiting by the friendship of 
some of the priests, he began to preach the gospel in the 
churches ; other authorities, howeyer, assure us that he 
did not then enter the pulpit. Howeyer this may be, the 
doctrine which he professed produced a great sensation. 
The populace and the clergy desired that silence might 
be imposed upon him. " New and strange heresy ! " said 
they, " are then all the practices of piety become vain ? 
He is neither a monk nor a priest, he has no business to 
preach." Soon all the civil and ecclesiastical power of 
Gap was xmited against Farel. He was evidently an 
agent of that sect, every where opposed. " Let us cast 
far from us," said they, " this brand of discord." Farel 
was called to account, treated lou^YvVj, wA nVJ^soJ^'^ «^' 
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pelled from the city. He did not, however, abandon hia 
coantiy: were there not around him the villages, the 
banks of the Durance, the Guisanne, the Isere, contain- 
ing many souls, who needed the gospel ? And if he there 
ran any risk, would not those forests, those grottoes, and 
steep rocks, over which he had so frequently wandered in 
his youth, offer him an asylum ? He therefore began to 
traverse the country, preaching in houses, and in solitary 
meadows, seeking a shelter in the woods, and by the river 
side. This was a school in which God was training him 
for other labours. " The crosses, the persecutions, the 
machinations, of Satan, of which I had been told, were 
not wanting to me," said he ; " and some of them were 
even so great, that of myself, I could not have supported 
them ; but God is my father; he has furnished me, and 
will always furnish me with the strength of which I have 
need." A great number of the inhabitants in these parts 
received the truth from his lips. Thus the persecution 
which had driven Farel from Paris, and from Meaux, 
spread the reformation in the provinces of the Saone, the 
Rhone, and the Alps, In all ages has been fulfilled the 
saying of Scripture : " They that were scattered abroad 
went every where preaching Vie word" Acts, viii, iv. A- 
mongst the French then gained over to the gospel, was a 
gentleman of Dauphiny, the Chevalier Anemond de Coct, 
the younger son of the judge de Coct, lord of Chastelard. 
Lively, ardent, susceptible, of a serious mind, an enemy 
to relics, and to the processions of the clergy, Anemond 
received with great promptitude the evangelical doctrine. 
He disliked the papal forms of religion, and would gladly 
Jisre abolished all the ceremonies ot tlie 0[l\ixc\v. TYia 
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religion of the heart, inward worship was to him, the 
only true religion. " Never," said he, " has my spirit 
found any rest in externals. The summary of Christian- 
ity is^contained in these words : John baptized with water, 
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost ; ye must put 
on the new man." Scarcely had Anemond received from 
Farel, a knowledge of Jesus Christ, than he himself 
sought to win souls to this doctrine of spirit and life. 
Endued with all the vivacity of a Frenchman, and ever in 
motion, he presented himself wherever a door seemed 
open to the gospel. By his cordiality, he gained the 
hearts of all those with whom he came in contact. His 
father was dead; his eldest hrother of a harsh and 
haughty hearing, contemptuously repulsed him. Lawr- 
ence, the youngest of the family, and sincerely attached 
to his hrother, seemed hut half to comprehend him. 
Anemond finding himself rejected hy his own, turned his 
activity into another channel. He made his will, resign- 
ing his property, then in possession of his eldest hrother, 
lord of Chastelard, in favour of his hrother Lawrence; 
then, quitting Dauphiny, France, and rushing with the 
impetuosity of the south, over countries which it was 
then difficult to traverse, he passed through Switzerland, 
scarcely stopping at Basle, and arrived at Wittemhurg, to 
he near Luther. 

Farel required a sphere of activity, where he could 
more freely employ his strength. He, therefore, quitted 
that France, which offered nothing hut scaffolds for the 
preachers of the pure gospel. Pursuing hy-roads, con- 
cealing himself in the woods, he escaped, thoug,h with 
difficulty from the hands ol lii* eiiem\^%. ^^ \x^^^^^v^5^ 
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lost his way. " God," said he, " taught me, by my weak- 
ness in these little things, what was my impotence in 
greater." At length he arriyed in Switzerland, in the 
year 1524. 

On reaching Basle, he was immediately introduced to 
CEcolampadius, (one of the most learned men of the 
age, and one of the most excellent of the Reformers,) 
who received him into his house, gave him an humble 
chamber, a frugal table, and introduced him to his friends ; 
and soon the learning, piety, and courage of the young 
Frenchman, won upon every heart. CEcolampadius was 
at that time greatly discouraged. " Alas ! " said he, " 'tis 
in vain I speak, I have not the least ground of hope. 
Perhaps I should have more success among the Turks ! 
Ah ! added he, with a deep sigh, I attribute the fault to 
no one but myself." But the more he saw of Farel, the 
more he felt his heart re-assured, and the courage com- 
municated to him by the latter, became the foundation of 
an indestructible aflfection. ** Oh ! my dear Farel," said 
he to him, " I hope that the Lord will render our friend- 
ship immortal. And if we cannot be united below, our 
joy will only be the greater when we shall be re-united 
with Christ in heaven ! " The arrival of Farel, was evi- 
dently for Switzerland, a succour from above. 

But whilst the Frenchman was delighted with the so- 
ciety of CEcolampadius, he shrank coldly, and with noble 
independence, from a man at whose feet fell prostrate all 
the nations of Christendom, The prince of the schools, 
he, from whom every one was ambitious to obtain a word, 
or a look, the master of the age — ^Erasmus, was neglected 
by Farel, The joung Daupbinese refused to p&y homa^« 
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to tbe sage of Rotterdam, despising those men who are 
never more than half-way on the side of tmth, and who, 
though fully acquainted with the dangers of error, are 
perfectly lenient towards those who propagate it. In 
Farel, we behold that decision, which is become one of 
the distinctive characteristics of the Reformation in 
France, and in French Switzerland. 

Whilst at Basle, Farel asked permission of the Uni- 
versity to support certain Thesis, " the rather," he mo- 
destly added, " to be myself corrected, if I am wrong, 
than to teach others ; " but the University refused. Farel 
then addressed himself to the council ; and the council 
published a declaration, that a Christian man, named 
William Farel, having, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
drawn up certain articles, according to the gospel, per- 
mission was given him to prove them in Latin. The 
University prohibited all priests and students from being 
present at this dispute ; but the council sent forth a con- 
trary decree. The following are some of the thrteen 
propositions maintained by Farel: — "That Christ has 
" given us the most perfect rule of life, to which no one 
*' may add any thing, and from which nothing may be 
" taken away. He who follows any other precepts than 
" those of Christ, is guilty of impiety. The true minis- 
" try of priests, is, to attend on the ministration of tlie 
" word, and for them, there is no higher dignity. To take 
" from the good news of salvation by Christ, its certainty, 
" is to destroy it. He who hopes to be justified by his 
" own power, and by his own merits, and not by faith, 
" sets himself up as God. Jesus Christ, who^a. ^V'Csvvas^ 
" obey, is onr polar star, and t3cLtt oiiVj ^\.«t^'^ cf^vsga^.'^* 
"foUow." 
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Two principal ideas are contained in these Theses of 
Farel ; the one, a return to the holy Scriptures ; the 
other, a return to faith. Two things that the papacy had 
decidedly condemned at the commencement of the eight- 
teenth century, as heretical and impious, in the famous 
constitution Unigenilus, and which heing intimately uni- 
ted, in reality overturned the papal system. If faith in 
Christ is the beginning and the end of Christianity, it is 
then to the word of Christ, and not that of the church, 
we ought to attach ourselves. Faith unites in one true 
and spiritual bond, all those in whose hearts it takes up 
its abode. Thus vanishes at a single stroke the three- 
fold delusion of meritorious works, human traditions, 
and false unity. And this is the whole of Boman Cath- 
olicism. 

The dispute commenced in Latin. Farel and CEcol- 
ampadius explained and proved their propositions, fre- 
quently calling upon their adversaries to reply; but no 
one appeared against them. The people, therefore, began 
to despise the cowardice of their priests, and to resist 
their tyranny. 

But in the midst of his activity, Farel did not forget 
that every mission should conamence with our own souls. 
The mild QBcolampadius made a compact with the ardent 
Farel, by which they mutually engaged to exercise hu- 
mility and forbearance in their familiar intercourse. 
These courageous men were, even on the field of battle, 
forming themselves for peace. 

In the month of May 1524, Farel, with some friends 
from Lyons, visited Schaflfhausen, Zurich, and Constance. 
Zingle and Mjconious joyfully receiyed this exile from 
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France, and their kindness was remembered by Farel, 
through the rest of his life. But on his return to Basle, 
he found Erasmus and his other enemies at work, and 
received orders to quit the city. In yain did his friends 
loudly testify their disapprobation of such an abuse of 
power, he was obliged to leave Switzerland, devoted from 
that period to great reverses. 

At Basle, Farel had contracted a close friendship with 
Chevalier d'Esch, who desired to accompany him, and 
they set out, furnished by OScolampadius with letters for 
Capito and Luther, to whom the doctor of Basle recom- 
mended Farel, as " that William, who had laboured so 
much in the work of the Lord." At Strasburg, Farel 
formed an intimate friendship with Capito, Bucer, and 
Hedio ; but it does not appear that he ever went so far as 
Wittemburg. Montbeliard was then asking for a pastor. 
The duke Ulric de Wurtemburg, young, violent and cruel, 
had been dispossessed of his estates, in 1510, by the 
Swabian league, and was now seeking refuge in this Earl- 
dom, his only remaining possession. In Switzerland he 
met with the reformers ; his misfortune proved salutary ; 
he embraced the gospel. CEcolampadius intimated to 
Farel that a door was open at Montbeliard, and the latter 
repaired in secrecy to Basle. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Farcl ordained— Arrives at Montbeliard— Labour and success— Hit 
! zeal against the idol— Compelled to leave Montbeliard — Seeks 

refuge in Basle, but unable to remain, visits Strasburg. 

Fabel had never regularly entered on the ministry of 
the word ; but we find in him, at this period of his life, 
all that is necessary to constitute a minister of the Lord. 
i He did not lightly enter on the service of the church. 

I " Considering my weakness," said he, " I should not have 

I dared to preach, expecting that our Lord would have em- 

ployed more skilful instruments. But* God addressed to 
j him a three-fold call. No sooner did he reach Basle, 

1 than OBcolampadius, touched with the wants of France, 

j entreated him to devote himself to it. '* See," said he to 

him, " how little Jesus is known amongst the French. 
Can you not give them some instruction in the vulgar 
tongue, by which they may better unddrstand the holy 
Scriptures ? " At the same time the people of Montbe- 
liard invited him, and the prince of the country consented 
to it. "I did not think," said he, "it was lawful to 
resist Accordingly in God's name, I obeyed." Con- 
oealed in the house of GBcolampadius, struggling against 
the responsibility offered him, and yet obliged to yield to 
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80 clear a manifestation of the will of God, Farel accept- 
ed the charge, and CEcolampadius ordained him, calling 
on the name of the Lord, and giving him advice, full of 
wisdom. " The more you are disposed to violence," said 
he to him, " the more should you endeavour to exercise 
mildness ; moderate your lion-like courage, with the gen- 
tleness of the dove." Farel's whole soul responded to 
this address. 

Farel set out for Montbeliard, accompanied by d' Esch 
— arrived there, he found himself placed at an advanced 
post. Behind him Basle and Strasburg supported him 
by their counsel and printing presses ; before him ex- 
tended the provinces of Franche-Comte, Bourgogne, 
Lorraine, Lyonnais, and the rest of France, where men 
of God were beginning to struggle against error, in the 
midst of profound darkness. He immediately began to 
preach Christ, and exhorted tlie faithful not to allow 
themselves to be turned away from the holy Scriptures, 
either by threatenings or stratagems. At Montbeliard, he 
was like a general on a hill, whose piercing eye embraces 
the whole field of battle ; who excites those engaged with 
the enemy ; rallies those whom the impetuosity of the at- 
tack had dispersed, and who, by his courage, inspires 
those that remain behind. The labours of Farel were 
not useless. " Every where," writes he to one of his 
countrymen, "one sees multiplied, men, who employ 
their labours, their entire lives to spread, as far as possi- 
ble the kingdom of Jesus Christ." The friends of the 
gospel blessed the Lord for his holy word, which shone 
with lustre increasing every day, throughout France. 
Enemies were adtoniahed. " TVie /aclVm;' ^^QX^^x'aKass»».x 
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to the bishop of Rochester, " extends daily, and is spread- 
ing in Savoy, Lorraine, and France." 

Farel continued to preach the gospel at Montb^liard. 
His spirit was grieved within him, when he saw the ma- 
jority of the people of this city entirely given up to the 
worship of images. 

One day towards the end of February, (it was the feast 
of St. Anthony,) Farel was walking along the banks of a 
small river which runs through the city, below the lofty 
rock, commanded by the citadel, when, having reached 
the bridge, he came in contact with an advancing proces- 
sion, repeating prayers to St. Anthony, and having at 
their head, two priests, who bore an image of this saint. 
Farel thus found himself all at once, face to face amongst 
these superstitions, without, however, having sought it. 
Then commenced a violent struggle in his soul. Shall he 
yield? Shall he conceal himself? But will not this be 
cowardly unbelief? these dead images carried upon the 
shoulders of ignorant priests, made his spirit boil. Farel 
boldly advanced, snatched from the arms of the priests 
the shrine of the holy hermit, and threw it from the top 
of the bridge into the river. Then turning towards the 
astonished multitude, he cried out, ** Poor idolaters, will 
you never leave your idolatry ? " The priests and the peo- 
ple were seized with consternation. A religious fear 
seemed to enchain them. But soon this stupor ceased. 
" The image is drowning ! " cried some one in the crowd ; 
and then to surprise and sUence, succeeded transports of 
rage, and cries of fury. The crowd rushed upon the sa- 
crilegious being who had just thrown the object of their 
adoration into the water. But Faiel, ^e know not how, 
escaped their anger. 
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One cannot but regret that the reformer should, allow 
hioxself to be dra\v)i into this action, which rather retard- 
ed the spread of the truth. No one ought to think him- 
self entitled violently to attack that which is a public 
institution. However, there is something much more 
noble in the zeal of the reformer than in that cold pru- 
dence, so common, which shrinks before the least danger, 
and fears to make .the least sacrifice in advancing the 
kingdom of God. Farel was not ignorant that by this 
action he exposed himself to the danger of losing his life, 
but the testimony which his conscience bore, that he 
sought only the glory of God, rendered him superior to 
fear. 

After this affair of the bridge, which is a characteristic 
trait in the history of Farel, the reformer was obliged to 
conceal himself, and shortly after to leave the city. He 
took refuge at Basle, with CEcolampadius ; but he ever 
retained for Montbeliard, that affection which a servant of 
God cannot fail to cherish towards the first fruits of his 
ministry. 

Farel^ unable to remain long at Basle, whence he had 
been previously banished, visited Strasburg, where he 
met his friends Capito and Bucer. And shortly after him 
arrived Leffevre, whom persecution had driven from 
Meaux. How delightful must have been such a meeting ! 
The old doctor of the Sorbonne, found in his young 
pupil, a man, in all the vigour of life ; a Christian in all 
the energy of faith. Farel respectfully grasped the wrink- 
led hand which had guided his first steps, and he experi- 
enced an indescribable joy at meeting a^^ASL Vviisv ^:^^a» 
father, and at seeing him %\irro\md^eeLmiJDL\i€SA5Ks>3x%'a^^^ 
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They listened together to the sound instructious of the 
illuHtrious doctors ; together they received the supper of 
the Lord, administered conformably to the institution of 
Jesus Christ ; and they received touching marks of the 
love of their brethren. " Do you remember/* said Farel, 
" what you once said to me, when we were both plunged 
in darkness : William, God will renew the world, and yon 
will see it ! Here is the beginning of what you then told 
me." " Yes," replied the pious old man ; " yes ! God is 
renewing the world " — " O ! my son, continue to preach 
with courage the holy gospel of Jesus Christ." 

After enjoying a short season of refreshment in the 
society of each other, these faithful men separated for 
fresh labour, and other sufferings. Leffevre and most of 
his friends, quitted Strasburg to re-enter France, and 
Farel directed his steps towards Switzerland. 



CHAPTER V. 



Farel returns to the south of Switzerland — ^Introduces himself in the 
capacity of a Schoolmaster — U'm way opens for preaching the 
word— Obstacles and difficulties— Contest with the Monk. 

The Bhone, after issuing near St. Gothard, from tlie 
mountains of the Fourche, rolls its shining waters into a 
sterile yalley, which separates the two great chains of the 
Alps ; then escaping from the gorge of St. Maurice, it 
flows through a more smiling and fertile country. The 
magnificent Dent du Midi to the south, the proud Dent 
de Morcles to the north, picturesquely placed opposite 
each other, mark from afar to the eye of the traveller the 
commencement of the last basin. Upon the summit of 
these mountains are vast glaciers, and threatening crests, 
besides which, in the height of summer, the shepherd 
feeds his numerous flock, whilst in the plains, are seen, 
growing luxuriantly, the flowers and fruits of southern 
climates, and the laurel flourishing by the side of the 
most exquisite vines. At the opening of one of the 
lateral vallies, which lead into the nothem Alps, upon 
the banks of " La Grande Eau," that rushes impetuously 
down from the glacier of the Diablerets, is poated tbA 
little town of Aigle, one ot ttie moaV ^oxx'Cclk^'^ ^"^ %^^^*- 
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zerland. For about fifty years, it belonged to the Bernese, 
with the four mandements (or townships) that came un- 
der their jurisdiction, Aigle, Bex, Ollon, and the scattered 
hamlets in the lofty vallies of the Ormonds. From this 
country, the second epoch in the Swiss Reformation, was 
to appear. 

During the winter of 1526 and 1527, arrived in these 
humble districts, a new schoolmaster, named Ursinus. 
This man, of short stature, red beard, animated eye, and 
who had a voice of thunder, says Theodore de Beza, 
joined to sentiments the most noble, intermixed with his 
modest instructions new and strange doctrines. The 
benefices of the country being abandoned by their rectors 
to ignorant curates, the people, naturally rude and turbu- 
lent in their manners, had remained without any instruc* 
tion ; so that this stranger, who was no other than Farel, 
met with new obstacles at every step. However, from the 
first day of his journey into Switzerland, he had received 
a lesson, which he often called to mind. He was on foot, 
accompanied by a single friend; night had come on; 
torrents of rain fell from the heavens, and the travellers, 
in despair of finding their way, sat down in the middle 
of the road, drenched with wet. " Ah ! " said Farel to 
himself, *' God, in thus shewing me my weakness in these 
little things, intends me to learn that in greater things I 
can do nothing without Jesus Christ ! " At length raising 
himself up, he plunged into the marshes, swam across 
the rivers, then travelling through vineyards, fields, over 
mountains, through forests and vallies, he arrived at his 
destination, covered with mud, and soaked to the skin. 
la tJuB night of desolation, Fate! Tocw«i^ «i ixfi^ baptism 



FAREL HIMSELF AGAIX. 41 

his natural energy had been checked ; he became, at least 
for some time, wise as a serpent, and harmless as a dove, 
assuming the character of schoolmaster, until a door 
should open for presenting himself as a reformer. 

Scarcely had master Ursinus quitted his schoolroom, 
and his pupils, than, taking refuge in his humble cham- 
ber, he plunged into the Greek and Hebrew Scriptures, 
and into the most learned treatises of the theologians. It 
was in his little chamber at Aigle, that Farel read the 
first publication addressed by the Swiss to the German 
Beformer. "With what learning," cried he, "does Zwin- 
gle dissipate the darkness, with what hallowed wisdom, 
does he charm the wise, and what captivating sweetness 
does he unite with profound erudition ! ! that by the 
grace of God, this work may gain Luther oyer, so that 
the church of Christ, agitated . by violent discussions, 
may at length find peace." Ursinus, the schoolmaster, 
stimulated by so fine an example, began by degrees, to 
instruct the parents as well as the children. His first 
attack was on purgatory, then the invocation of the saints. 
" As for the pope," said he, ** he is nothing, or almost 
nothing in these countries ; and, as to the priests, so long 
as they can occupy the people with the trifles which 
Erasmus knows so well how to ridicule, they are satisfied." 

Farel had now been some months at Aigle. A door 
was opened to him, a flock was collected; he believed 
that the expected moment had at length come. 

One day, therefore, the prudent schoolmaster trans- 
formed himself. " I am William Farel," said he, " min- 
ister of the word of God." The terror of the priests an^dL 
magistrates was great, on belio\dmf( vn ^^ mv^-ax ol'^'^a^^ 
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the very man, whose name had already become fonnida- 
ble. The schoolmaster leaves his humble class, ascends 
the pulpits, and openly preaches Jesus Christ, to the 
astonished people. Ursinus has finished his work ; Farel 
is again become Farel. It was then about the month of 
March, or April, 1527; and in that beautiful valley, 
whose sides brightened under the genial rays of the suo, 
all were fermenting at once, the flowers, the vines, and 
the hearts of this sensible, but rude people. 

Yet the rocks which meet the torrent, as it issues from 
the Diablerets, and against which it dashes at every step, 
were less obstacles than the prejudices and hatred which, 
in this populous valley, were very soon opposed to the 
word of God. 

The council of Berne, by a license of the 9th of 
i^Iarch, had commissioned Farel to explain the holy 
Scriptures to the people of Aigle, and the neighbourhood. 
But the arm of the civil magistrate, by thus interfering 
in religious affairs, only served further to irritate the 
minds of the people. The rich and indolent clergy, and 
the poor ignorant curates, were the first to raise their 
voice. " If this man," said they to one another, " con- 
tinues to preach, all is over for ever, with our benefices, 
and our church." In the midst of this agitation, the 
bailiff of Aigle, and the govenor of the four parishes, 
Jacques de Boverea, instead of supporting the minister of 
Their Excellencies, eagerly embraced the interests of the 
priests. " The Emperor," said they, " is about to declare 
war against all innovators. An immense army will short- 
ly arrive from Spain, with the Archduke Ferdinand." 
J^AtvJ stood £nn. Then the bailiff and Boverea, indig- 
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nant at so much audacity, entirely interdicted the heretic 
from teaching, whether as minister or schoohnaster. 
Soon, however, on every door of the churches, in the 
four parishes, Berne caused a new decree to he affixed, 
under the date of July the dd, in which Their Excellen- 
cies testified great displeasure at their having " prevented 
the very learned Farel from propagating the divine word, 
and ordering all the officers of the state to allow the pub- 
lic preaching of the doctrine of our Lord.*' 

In the midst of the beautiful valley of the Leman, on 
the hills which command the lake, stands Lausanne, the 
city of the bishop and the virgin, placed under the patron- 
age of the dukes of Savoy. A crowd of pilgrims resorted 
thither from all the surrounding places ; devoutly kneel- 
ing before the image of our Lady, and making precious 
purchases at the great fair, held within its precincts. 
Lausanne, extending the episcopal crosier from the top 
of its towers, professed to keep the whole country at the 
feet of the pope. But the eyes of many began to be 
opened, owing to the dissolute lives of the canons and 
priests. The ministers of the Virgin, were to be seen 
publicly playing at games of chance, which they accom- 
panied with laughter and oaths ; fighting amongst them- 
selves, in the churches; descending during the night 
from the hill of the cathedral, disguised as soldiers, 
sword in hand, and half intoxicated, they strayed through 
the streets, surprising, striking, sometimes even killing 
the honest citizens ; they corrupted the married women, 
seduced the young girls, and changed their abodes into 
places of debauchery, sending their children idly to b«%^ 
here and there, the bread of the poox. ^o ^^iKt«>^«^^^*^ 
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was better realized, the picture of the clergy, given to ns 
by one of the most venerable prelates of the 15th cen« 
tury : " Instead of instructing the young, by their learn- 
ing, and the holiness of their lives, the priests brought 
up birds and dogs ; instead of books, they had children ; 
and they associated with drunkards in taverns, and gave 
themselves up to inebriety/' 

Amongst the theologians who surrounded the bishop, 
Sebastien de Montfaucon, might be distinguished Natalia 
Oaleot, a man of elevated rank, of great urbanity, enga- 
ged in the society of the learned, and himself possessed 
of learning, very zealous in the observance of fasts, and 
all the ordinances of the church. Farel thought, that if 
this man could be gained to the gospel, Lausanne, "asleep 
at the foot of its steeples," would, perhaps, be awaked, 
and all the country with her. To him, therefore, he ad- 
dressed himself. "Alas! alas," said he, " religion is but 
a farce, if the men, who think only of their appetites, 
are to be the kings of the church. A Christian people, 
instead of commemorating in the Lord's supper, the 
death of Christ, live, as though they thereby recalled the 
memory of Mercury, the god of fraud. Instead of imi- 
tating the love of Christ, they imitate the lewdness of 
Venus, and when they do wrong, they fear more the pres- 
ence of a miserable swine-herd, than that of Almighty 
God!" 

To this he received no reply; then Farel insisted. 

" Knock, cry with all your might," wrote he to the learned 

doctor, "redouble your attacks upon the Lord." Still 

there was no reply. Farel returned to the charge a third 

time; And Natalis, fearing, peT\iap«,V> %vn% fxi answer 
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liimself, deputed his secretary, who wrote Farel a letter 
full of ahuse. For the moment, Lausanne was inacces- 
sible. After having thus struggled with a priest, Farel 
was called to struggle with a monk. The two arms of the 
hierarchy, which governed the middle ages, were chivalry 
and monachism. The last of these, was the only arm 
remaining to the papacy, and it was falling into decay. 
" What an obstinate devil would fear to do," cried a cele- 
brated Carthusian, " a corrupt and arrogant monk will 
accomplish without hesitation." 

A mendicant friar, who dared not at first to oppose the 
Reformer, in Aigle itself, ventured into the village of 
Noville, situated on the low grounds, deposited by the 
Rhone on its passage into the lake of Geneva. There, 
the brother ascended the pulpit, and said, " It is the de- 
vil himself, who preaches by the mouth of the minister ; 
and all those who hear him aie damned." Then, taking 
courage, he glided along the Rhone, and arrived at Aigle, 
with a meek and humble air, not to oppose Farel there, 
(he too much feared his powerful eloquence) but to beg 
in behalf of his convent, some barrels of a wine the most 
exquisite in Switzerland. He had not taken many steps 
into the town, before he met the minister. At this sight 
he trembled from head to foot. " Why did you preach in 
such a way at Noville ? " asked Farel. The monk fear- 
ing a dispute would attract public attention, and still 
wishing to tell the Reformer of his d,eed, he whispered in 
his ear ; " I have heard it said, that you are a heretic, 
and that you seduce the people." — " Prove it," replied the 
minister." " Then the monk began to storm," sa^s Fwcsl^ 
" and hurrying down the stxeet, eivAewowt^^ v» xv^^vssv.- 
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self of his importnnate companion, turning sometimes 
tl.ii way, aud sometimes that, being troubled with a con- 
science ill at ease." Some of the towns-people beginning 
to collect, Farel, pointing to the monk, said ; "see that is 
the good father, who has declared, that what I preach, is 
false." The monk, reddening and stammering, began to 
speak of the offerings of the faithful, (the precious wine 
of Yvome which he had just come to beg,) and accused 
Farel of opposing him. The crowd had become consider- 
able, and Farel, who only sought an opportunity of an- 
nouncing what is the true worship of God, cried out with 
a loud voice : " It belongs to no person living to ordain 
any other manner of serving God, than that which he has 
commanded. We are to keep his commandments, with- 
out turning either to the right hand or to the left. Let 
us worship God alone, in spirit and in truth, offering him 
our hearts, broken and contrite." 

The attention of all the spectators was fixed upon the 
two actors of this scene, the monk, with his confused air, 
aud the Reformer, with his sparkling eye. The former, 
thunder-struck that any one should dare to speak of 
other worship than that prescribed by the holy Roman 
church, was beside himself, trembling and agitated, alter- 
nately reddening and turning pale. At length, taking his 
cap off his head, from under his hood, he flung it to the 
ground, stamping on it with his feet, and crying out : " I 
am astonished that the earth does not swallow us up." 
Farel would have replied, but he could not ; the brother, 
still without his cap, and looking steadfastly on the 
ground, which he struck with his feet, " shouted like a 
madman," and his cries resounding through the streets of 
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Aigle, drowned the voice of the Reformer. At last, one 
of the spectators, who was standing by the side of the 
monk, touching his sleeve, said : " Listen to the mmister, 
as he listens to you." The terrified brother, believing 
himself already half dead, gave a violent start, and cried, 
" Oh excommunicate ! Dost thou lay hands on me ? " 

All the little town was in an uproar : the brother, at 
the same time, trembling and furious, Farel following up 
his point with vigour, the people astonished and dismay- 
ed. At length, the magistrate appeared ; he ordered the 
monk and Farel to follow him, and shut them up, the 
one in one tower, and the other in another. 

On the Saturday morning, Farel was taken from prison, 
and conducted to the castle before the magistrate, where 
he found the monk. The minister began the proceedings, 
by saying : " My lords, whom our Lord commands that 
all should obey, without exception, this friar has said, 
that the doctrine which I preach, is against God. Let 
him prove his words, and if he cannot, allow your peo- 
ple to be edified." The violence of tlie brother was over. 
The tribunal before which he appeared, the courage of 
his adversary, the power of the movement, which he could 
not resist, the weakness of his cause, all alarmed him ; 
and he was ready to make matters up. Throwing him- 
self on his knees, he exclaimed, " My lords, I ask pardon 
of God, and of you." Then turning towards Fare], " and 
you also master, what I have preached ngainst you, has 
been from false reports. I have found you a good man, 
and your doctrine good, and I cm readj to retract my 
words." Farel, touched by this, replied, " My friend^ da 
not ask forgiveness of me, ioi 1 wxi «. ^^«^ svks^'s^^^^^ 

4 
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others, placing my confidence, not in my own righteons- 
ness, but in the death of Jesns." One of the lords of 
Berne, then appearing, the brother, who already imagined 
himself on the Terge of martyrdom, began to wring his 
hands, and turning first to tlie Bernese councillors, then 
to the tribunal, and then to Farel, cried out, " Mercy, 
mercy ! " " Ask mercy of our Saviour," said Farel, to 
him. The lord of Berne, added, "Attend to-morrow to 
the sermon of the minister ; if he seems to you to preach 
the truth, you shall confess it before all ; but if not, yon 
shall give your opinion of it ; and this you shall promise, 
in my hand." The monk gave his hand ; and the judges 
retired. "But," says Farel, " once at liberty, and no- 
thing more was to be seen of him, neither oaths nor pro- 
mises, could make him remain." 



CHAPTER VI. 



Komish agents at work— Tried by unfaithful labourere— Unity — 
Commissioned by Berne to carry the Gospel elsewhere — £nters 
Morat — Proceeds to Lausanne. 

But violent storms tihreatened to uproot the work that 
was scarcely commenced. Romish agents, from the Valais 
and Savoy, had passed the Rhone to St. Maurice, and were 
exciting the people to an energetic resistance. Tumultu- 
ous assemblies were formed, in which dangerous projects 
were discussed ; they tore down from the church doors the 
proclamations of the government; ti-oops of burghers 
paraded the city ; the drum beat in the streets to excite 
the citizens against the Reformer ; every where sedition 
was rife. Accordingly, on the 16th of February, Farel, 
having, after a short absence, for the first time, re-ascend- 
ed the pulpit, bands of papists collecting at the gate of 
the temple tumultuously raised their hands, uttered savage 
cries, and thus obliged the minister to suspend his dis- 
course. 

The council of Berne then ordered that all the parish- 
ioners belonging to the four parishes, should assemble. That 
of Bex, declared itself for the reform ; Aigle feebly fol' 
lowed the example ; and in the mountain, above OUQtl^^<hj^ 
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peasants not daring to mal-treat Farel, stirred up their 
wives, who rushed upon him with their fulling-cluhs. But 
it was especially the parish of Ormond, which, tranquil 
and proud, at the foot of the glaciers, was signalized by 
its resistance. A companion in labour, of Farel's, named 
Claude, preaching there one day, with much animation, 
was suddenly interrupted by the bells, the noise of which 
was such, that it was said, " the devils themselves had set 
ihem in motion." " In fact," said another minister, 
Jacques Camralis, who chanced to be present, " it was 
Satan, who, breathing his anger into some of his agents, 
caused the ears of the auditors to be filled with this 
noise." Another day, some zealous Reformers, having 
destroyed the " altars of Baal," as they called them, the 
evU spirit began to whistle with violence through all the 
hamlets scattered upon the sides of the mountains ; the 
shepherds rushed precipitately out like furies, falling upon 
the Reformers and their doctors. " Let us only find these 
sacrilegious wretches," said the exasperated Ormondines, 
" we will hang them, cut off their heads, bum them, and 
throw their ashes into the Grande Eau." Thus were the 
mountaineers agitated, like the wind, which roars through 
these high vallies, with a fury unknown in the plains. 

Other difficulties overwhelmed Farel. His companions 
in labour, were not all without fault. An old monk of 
Paris, Christopher Ballista, had written to Zwingle, thus : 
" I am but a Gaul ; a barbarian ; but you will find in me, 
a man pure as snow : without any guile ; of an open 
heart, through the windows of which any one may see." 
Zwingle sent Ballista to Farel, who was loudly calling for 
Jabourers. The fine language of the Parisian, at firs* 
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pleased the multitude, but he soon found it necessary to be 
on his guard with these priests and monks, disgusted with 
popery. " Brought up in the indolence of the cloister, 
lazy and fat," says Farel, " Ballista could not accommo- 
date himself to the sobriety and arduous toils of the 
evangelists, and he soon began to regret his hood. Then 
perceiving that he was somewhat distrusted, he became 
like a furious monster, vomiting forth torrents of threats." 
So finished his labours. 

In spite of all these trials, Farel did not allow himself 
to be discouraged. The greater the difficulties, the more 
his courage grew. " Let us spread the word every where,** 
cried he, " and let civilized France, provoked to jealousy, 
by this barbarous nation, at length embrace true piety. 
Let there not be in the body of Christ, fingers, hands, feet, 
eyes, ears, arms, existing separately, and acting each for 
itself; but let there be only one heart, which nothing can 
divide. Let not variety of opinion in secondary things, 
divide the vital principle, which is sole and unique, into 
many members. Alas ! the pastures of the church are 
trodden under foot, and her waters are troubled. Let us 
address ourselves to secure concord and peace. When the 
Lord shall have opened heaven, then there will be no more 
disputes about bread and water. A fervent charity, that is 
the powerful battering-ram, with which we shall beat down 
those walls of pride, those material elements, in which 
they would enclose us." 

Thus spoke, the most impetuous of the Reformers. 
Those words of Farel, preserved, during three hundred 
years, in the town where he died, reveal to us better the 
real nature of the great revolution oi liia raSfc^oSa. ^s.'sotav- 
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ry, than all the bold assertions of the interpreters fonnd 
in the ranks of the papacy. Christian unity, thus found, 
from these earliest times, a devoted apostle. The nine- 
teenth century is called upon to resume the work which 
the sixteenth could not accomplish. 

Farel, seeing the Gospel established in those parts, 
where the Rhone throws its sable waters into the crystal 
of the Leman, turned his attention elsewhere. Berne had 
seconded him. This state, which possessed in common 
with Fribourg the bailliwicks of Morat, d ' Orbe, de Grand- 
son, and which had alliances with Lausanne, Avanches, 
Payeme, Neufchatel, and Geneva, was well aware that its 
interest and duty equally called for the Gospel to be 
preached to its allies and subjects. It authorized Farel 
to carry it amongst them, on condition, however, of ob- 
taining the consent of their respective governments. 

One day, therefore, directing his steps towards Morat, 
Farel arrived at the foot of those towers and turrets, that 
had been attacked at three different times, by the armies 
of Conrad the Salic, Bodolphe, of Habsburg, and Charles 
the Bold, and there preached the Gospel. The Befoim 
soon numbered many friends in that place. A general 
vote, however, being pronounced in favour of the pope, 
Farel went to Lausanne. Being at first repulsed by the 
bishop and his clergy, he soon re-appeared, furnished 
with a letter from the lords of Berne. " We send him to 
you," said their Excellencies to the authorities of the city, 
"to plead his cause and ours. Allow the Gospel to be 
preached to you, and take care that a hair of his head be 
not touched." Great confusion prevailed in the council. 
Placed between Berne and the bishop, what should they 
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do ? The council of Twenty-four, finding the affair very 
serious, convoked the council of Sixty ; and these excus- 
ing themselves, they assembled on the fourteenth of No- 
vember 1529, the council of the Two-hundred. But the 
Two-hundred in their turn, referred the affair to the small 
council. No one would have any thing to do with it. The 
people of Lausanne complained strongly, it is true, of 
their ecclesiastics, whose lives, they said, were infamous. 
But when they turned their attention to the austere coun- 
tenance of Reform, they were still more terrified. Be- 
sides, how could they take from Lausanne her bishop, her 
court, and her dignitaries ? What ! no more pilgrims in 
the temples, no more pleaders before the ecclesiastical 
justices, no more purchasers in the markets, no more con- 
vivial meetings in the taverns! Lausanne widowed and 
desolate, would then no more behold the noisy concourse 
of people, which at once constitutes her riches and her 
glory ! Better far continue to live amidst disorders that 
enrich, than encourage a reform which impoverishes. 
Farel was obliged to leave a second time. 

He returned to Morat, and soon the word won over 
many hearts. On feast days, the roads from Payeme and 
d ' Avanches might be seen thronged with merry parties, 
who laughingly said to each other ; " let us go to Morat 
and hear these preachers ! " Slily exhorting each other 
by the way, not to fall into the nets of the heretics. But 
in the evening all was changed. Seized, by the strong 
hand of truth, these same people would return, some 
thoughtful, others eagerly discussing the doctrines to 
which they had listened. The fire was kindled throughout 
the district, and shot in every diiecl\oTi\oTv^T«^^'a>\>^'^'^. 
This was enough for Farel ; \\e xectaSi^^ vv«^ coraa^'^^^'*- 
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Neufcliatrl — Princess of LonRueville— -Success in the ▼illa3;e of Ser- 
rierc— Fartl in the vully— The bishopric of Basle. 

At a short distance from Morat, lay one of the fortresses 
of tlie papacy, the earldom of Neufchatd. Joan of Hoch- 
berg, wlio inherited this principality from her ancestors, 
had, iu 1004, married Louis d ' Orleans, duke de Longue- 
ville. This French lord, having supported the king of 
France, in 1512, in his war against the Swiss, tlie cantons 
took possession of Neufchatel, but restored it to his 
widow, in 1020. Few countries could have presented greater 
dilTiculties to the daring Reformer. The princess of Lon- 
gucville, residing in France, at the court of Francis the 
first, vain, prodigal, always in debt, and never thinking of 
Keufchatel but as a farm which should bring her in a 
large income, was devoted to the pope and the papacy. 
Twelve canons, with many priests and chaplains, formed 
there a powerful clergy, at the head of whom presided 
the provost, Oliver de Ilochberg, natural brother to the 
princess. Zealous auxiliaries, flanked this main body. 
On one side, were the abbey of the Prfemontrfes of Fon- 
tainc-Audre, situated three quarters of a league from the 
citj, the monks of which, having in the twelfth century 
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cleared the ground with their own hands, rose by degrees 
into powerful lords ; and on the other side, the Benedic- 
tine monks, of the Isle of St. John, whose Abbot, deposed 
by the Bernese, had taken refuge, full of hatred and yen- 
geance, in his priory of Corcelles. 

The people of Neufchatel, had a great respect for an- 
cient rites, and from tlieir general ignorance, it was easy 
to make use of this feeling, in order to maintain the inno- 
vations of popery : and the canons took advantage of it. 
For the instruction of the Gospel, they substituted pomps 
and pageants. The temple, standing on a steep rock, was 
filled with altars, chapels, and images of saints ; and re- 
ligion descending from this sanctuary, paraded the streets 
in dramas and mysteries, intermingled with indulgencies, 
miracles and debaucheries. 

The soldiers of Neufchatel, however, who had made the 
campaign of 1520, in conjunction with the Bernese army, 
brought back to their homes, the most lively enthusiasm 
for the evangelical cause. By a cold winter's voyage, 
towards the close of this same year, came a frail boat 
from the southern shore of the lake, at the side of Morat, 
and, carrying a Frenchman, of shabby appearance, steered 
to the northern shore of Neufchatel. Farel, for he it was, 
had learned that the village of Serri^re, situated at the 
gates of Neufchatel, depended for spiritual instruction on 
the evangelical town of Bienne, and that the priest of the 
place, Emer Beynon, had shewn some taste for the Gos- 
psl. His i^lan of campaign was immediately arranged. 
He i>reseuted himself to Emer, who received him with 
joy ; but what was to be doue, for Farel had been prohi- 
bited preaching in any part of tliQ •gxv[ic,ve«iNAX.i ^V'^.^k^'^^- 
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The poor curate, thought to reconcile difficulties, by al- 
lowing Farel to mount upon a stone, in the cemetery, and 
there preach to the people, with his back to the cliurch. 

Great uproar prevailed in Neufchlltel. On the one side, 
the govenmient, the canons and the priests, cried out 
heresy ; but on tlie other, some of the Neufchatelans, to 
whom God had given a knowledge of the truth, ran to 
Serri^re. Soon, unable to contain themselves, they said 
to Farel, " Come, and preach in our city also." 

This was at the begmning of December. Entering by 
the castle gate, and leaving th,e temple on the hill to the 
left, they passed by the houses of the canons, and went 
down into the narrow streets. Arriving at the market- 
cross, Farel mounted a platform, and addressed himself 
to the crowd that had collected from all the neighbouring 
streets — ^wool-weavers, vine-dressers, husbandmen, honest 
people, having more feeling than reflection. The appear- 
ance of the preacher was grave, his discourse energetic, 
his voice like tliunder ; his eyes, his figure, his gestures, 
all bespoke a man full of intrepidity. The people accus- 
tomed to run about the streets, after the mountebanks, 
were struck with his powerfiil eloquence. ** Farel deliver- 
ed a sermon of such efficacy," says a manuscript, ** that 
he gained over many people." 

However, some monks, with shaven crowns, gliding in 
amongst the people, endeavoured to excite them against 
the heretical preacher. "Let us beat out his brains," 
said some, " throw him into the water ! " cried others, 
rushing forward to plunge Farel into a fountain, which 
still remains near the place where he was preaching. But 
ibe Beformer stood fiim. 
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To this first preaching succeeded many. Every place 
to the missionary was a temple ; every stone, every hench, 
every platform, a pulpit. The cold winds, and the snows 
of December, might have kept the people of Neufchatel 
around their hearths; the canons made vigorous resist- 
ance ; every where might he seen moving, the shaven 
heads, entreating, threatening, shouting and thundering, 
but all was useless. No sooner did tJiis little man of pale 
countenance, and burnt with the sun, red and ill-dressed 
beard, of fiery eye and expressive features, stop in any 
part, than, in spite of tJie monks, the people gathered 
round him. For it was the word of God, which issued 
from his lips. All eyes were fixed upon the minister, 
with open mouths, and listening ears, they devoured his 
words — and scarcely had he spoken than this multitude 
believed, as of one soul. " Oh ! wonderful work of God," 
exclaims Farel. The word of God, carried the place, as 
it were, at the first assault, and overturning the inven- 
tions which it had taken Rome ages to compose, estab- 
lished itself triumphantly upon the ruins of human tra- 
ditions. It seemed to Farel, as though Jesus Christ 
himself, was walking, in spirit, amongst this crowd, open- 
ing blind eyes, touching hard hearts, and working miracles 
— accordingly, scarcely had he returned to his humble 
dwelling, than with a heart full of emotion, he wrote to 
his friends : " Brethren, render thanks with me, to the 
Father of mercies, who hath manifested his favour to 
those that were groaning under cruel bondage ! " And 
prostrating himself, he worshipped God. 

But during this time, what were the adherents ot tX\A 
pope, in Neufchatel doing ? 
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The canons, members of the General Audiences, of 
which they formed the first estate, treated both priests 
and laity with intolerable arrogance. Laying the perform- 
ance of their functions upon poor curates, they publicly 
entertained abandoned women, clothed them sumptuously, 
and endowed their children by public acts ; they fought 
in tlie church, ran through the streets during the night, 
or, went away into a foreign country, there to enjoy in 
secret, the produce of their avarice. Some poor lepers, 
placed in a house near the city, were supported by the 
produce of certain offerings ; and these rich canons dared, 
in the midst of their festivities, to deprive the unfortunate 
beings of the bread of charity. 

At some distance, stood the abbey of Fontaine Andre. 
The canons of Neufchatel, and the monks of Fontaine, 
were at open war. Encamped on two eminences, these 
powerful enemies disputed their property, wrested each 
others privileges, offering each other the grossest insults, 
and even coming to blows. " Corrupter of women ! " said 
the canons to the abbot of Fontaine Andre, and the abbot 
replied, in like terms. It is the Reformation, which, by 
faith, has re-established in Christendom, the moral law, 
trodden under foot, by the papacy. 

For a long time these sacred wars, had troubled the 
country. All at once, they ceased. A strange thing was 
passing in Neufchatel ; the word of God was preached 
there. The astonished canons, seized with terror, in the 
midst of their debauchery, looked down from their lofty 
abodes on this new movement. The report reached Fon- 
taine Andre Monks and priests suspended their orgies 
and their combats. The healTaeu seuauallsm which had 
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invaded the church, is deposed. Spiritual Christianity 
has re-appeared. 

Immediately, canons and monks, so long at enmity, 
embraced each other, and united against the Reformer. 
** We must save religion," said they, meaning by that, 
their tithes, their festivals, their disorders and their privi- 
leges. Not one of them was there who could oppose 
doctrine, to the doctrine taught by Farel. Insult was their 
only skill in polemics. At Corcelles, however, they did 
more. The minister preaching near the priory, the monks 
rushed out upon him, and amongst them tlie prior, Ro- 
dolphe de Benoit, agitating, exciting, and seeking to in- 
crease the storm, and holding, according to one author, a 
dagger in his hand. Farel did not escape without diffi- 
culty. 

This was not enough. The papacy, as usual, had re- 
course to civil power; the canons, the abbot, the prior 
together solicited the governor George de Rive. " The 
glory of God," said he, " and the lively affection that his 
sheep bear to his word, constrain me to endure hardships, 
greater than tongue can express." At length, however, he 
was compelled to yield. Farel again crossed the lake, but 
this passage was different from the first ! The fire was 
kindled. 

On the 22nd of December Farel was at Morat, and 
shortly afterwards at Aigle. Thence he was soon re-called. 
On the 7th of January 1530, religion was put to the vote 
at Morat. The majority were in favour of the Gospel, 
but the Romish minority, supported by Friburg, under- 
took to regain its ancient position, by insults and ill-treat- 
ment " Farel, Farel ! " cried out. xSiio^fe ^\iO ^«t^ ^'^'^ '^''^ 
Beform. 
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A few days after, Farel accompanied a Bernese messen- 
ger, climbed that magnificent amphitheatre aboTe Vevay, 
whence the waters of the Leman come suddenly into 
Tiew ; and soon they crossed the territories of Count John 
de Gruy^re, who was accustomed to say : " That French 
Luiher must be burnt!" Scarcely had Farel reached the 
summit of St. Martin de Vaud, than he saw the curate of 
the place, and two other priests running towards him : 
** Heretic ! devil ! " cried they. But the chevalier fearing 
Berne, remained behind the wall, and Farel passed. 

The Reformer, not allowing himself to be stopped, 
either by the obligation to defend himself in Morat, or by 
the severity of the season, carried the Gospel over those 
fine hills which rise amidst the smiling waters of the l&kes 
of Morat and Neufchatel, into the villages of the VuUy. 
The most complete success crowned his labours. On the 
15th of February, four deputies from the Vully, arrived 
at Morat, announcing their desire to receive the Gospel, 
which was immediately granted them. " Allow our minis- 
ters to preach the Gospel," said the lords of Berne to the 
Friburgers ; " and we will allow your priests to perform 
their mummeries. We wish no one to be forced." Thus 
tiie Reform brought liberty to the Christian people. It 
was then that Farel wrote his beautiful letter, " To all 
lords, people, and pastors," so often referred to. 

The indefatigable Reformer, then thought of a new mis- 
sion. A chain of rocks separates the Juran valley of 
Erguel, already evangelized by Farel, from the country of 
the ancient Rauraques, and the passage cut through the 
rock serves for a communication between the two coun- 
tries. Over-leaping this Pierre Pertuis^ he descended into 
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the Tillage of Tavannes, and entered the church, at the 
moment when the priest was saying mass. Farel ascend- 
ed tlie pulpit ; the astonished priest stopped — the minister 
riveted the attention of his auditors, and it seemed to 
them, as if an angel had descended from heaven. Imme- 
diately the altars and images fell, and the " poor priest 
who was chanting mass, was unable to finish it." It re- 
quired less time to destroy popery, than the priest spent 
at the altar. A great part of the bishopric of Basle, was 
in a few weeks gained to the Keformation. 

During this time, the Gospel was fermenting in Neuf- 
chlitel. The young men who had marched with Berne, to 
deliver Geneva from the attacks of Savoy, recounted in 
their jovial meetings the feats of the army, during this 
campaign, and related how some Bernese soldiers, being 
cold, had helped themselves to the images, belonging to 
the Dominicans, at Geneva, saying : " These wooden idols 
are good for nothing, but to make fires of in winter." 



CHAPTER VIII. 



Farel again at Neufchatel — Disputes with the priests — Seeks new 
conquests— Val de Ruz— Guilleraette de Ve»gy — Farel and Boyte 
at Boudevilliers — Dauger and sufferings — Imprisonment and rescue 
by Neufcliatel. 

Fabel re-appeared in Neufchatel. Master of the lower 
part of the city, he turned his attention toward the high 
rock where towered the cathedral and the castle. " It 
will be better," thought he, " to bring down those proud 
priests to us." One morning his young friends spreading 
themselves in different streets, fixed up large bills, bear- 
ing these words : " All those who say mass are robberSf 
murderers^ and seducers of the people" Great sensation 
prevailed throughout Neufchatel. The canons assembled 
their men, and their clerks, and marching at the head of 
a large troop, armed with swords and sticks, they descend- 
ed into the city, tearing down the sacrilegious placards, 
and summoning Farel to appear before the justice, as a 
defamer, demanded ten thousand crowns for damages. 
The two parties met before the tribunal. This was just 
what Farel had desired. " I agree to the fact," said he, 
*' but maintain that I am right. Where are to be found 
murderers more terrible than these seducers, who sell 
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paradise, and who thus destroy tlie merits of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ? I will prove wliat I say by the Gospel." 
And he prepared to open it, when the canons, red with 
rage, cried out : " The laws of Neufchatel, and not the 
Gospel, is in question! Wliere are thy witnesses?" But 
Farel, constantly reverting to his accusations, proved by 
the word of God, with imperturbable scmg froid, that the 
canons were really guilty of murder and theft. To argue 
in such a manner, was to overthrow the papacy. The jus- 
tice of Neufchatel, who had never listened to such a 
cause, resolved according to ancient custom, to carry his 
difficulties to the council of Besanson, which, not daring 
to pronounce members of the first estate of the General 
Audiences guilty of murder and theft, referred it to the 
emperor and to the council. Bad causes gain nothing by 
making a noise. 

Each time they endeavoured to throw him back, Farel 
rushed a step forward. The streets and the houses were 
still his temple. One day, when the citizens of Neufchatel 
were around him : " Why," said they, " is not the word of 
God announced to us in a church ? " Then leading Farel 
through one of the open doors of the chapel, belonging 
to the hospital, they placed the minister in the pulpit, and 
a numerous crowd quietly listened to him : " In the same 
manner, as Jesus Christ, appearing in a low and mean 
condition, was bom in a stable at Bethlehem," said the 
Reformer, " so this hospital, this abode of the sick and 
poor, has this day become the place of his birth, in the 
city of Neufchatel." Then, feeling ill at ease, in the 
presence of the carved and painted figures, which decorat- 
ed the place, he laid his hand xt^otl ^<&«i^ Oc^^'^^na ^'^ 
idolatry, pnUed them^down, «iid\>xo\ft VSaam. 
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Then the papacy, blinded with rage, took a step which 
it had a right to take, but which ruined it ; it had recourse 
to the secular arm ; and the governor sent a deputation to 
the council of Berne, requesting them to " remove Farel 
and his companions ! " 

Almost at the same time, arrived deputies from the 
citizens. " Did not these hands," said they, " carry arms 
to Interlaken, and Bremgarten, to sustain your Beforma- 
tion, and will you now abandon us in ours ! " 

Berne hesitated ; a public calamity had just then plung- 
ed their city into mourning. One of the most illustrious 
citizens of the republic, the venerated Wingarten, attacked 
by the plague, lay dying ; surrounded by his weeping sons 
and fellow citizens. Having learned the request of the 
Neufchatelans, he collected his failing strength, and said, 
" Go, and request the Senate, for my sake, to convoke a 
general assembly of the people of Neufchatel for Sunday 
next." This message from the dying Banneret, decided 
the council. 

The deputies of Berne, arrived at Neufchatel, on the 
7th of August. Farel, thought that during the discussion^ 
there was time for fresh conquests, so he left the city. 
His zeal can only be compared to that of St. Paul. His body 
was little andweak, but his activity was quite apostolic,'; dan- 
gers and bad treatment, he met with every day, but he bad 
within him a divine strength, which rendered him vic- 
torious. 

One league distant from Neufchatel, and beyond the 
mountain, extends the Val de Ruz ; near to its entrance, 
down a kind of precipice, rolls an impetuous torrent, sur- 
rounded by steep rocks ,* here stands the town of Valangin. 
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An old castle, built upon a crag, raises its vast walls to 
the sky, overlooking the humble houses of the inhabitants 
of the town, and extending its jurisdiction over five val- 
ues, belonging to these lofty and rugged mountains, at 
that time covered with dark pine forests, and inhabited by 
people notorious for industry. 

In this castle, then resided Guilljemette de Vergy, dowa- 
ger countess of Valangin, strongly attached to the Romish 
religion, and full of respect for the memory of her hus- 
band. A hundred priests had chanted high mass at the 
funeral ceremonies of the Count; many penitent sisters 
had been married ; abundance of alms distributed ; the 
priest of Locle had been sent to Jerusalem, and Guille- 
mette herself, had made a pilgrimage for the repose of 
the soul of her departed lord. 

Sometimes, however, the countess of Gruy^re, and other 
ladies, came to visit the widow of Vergy, who invited 
young lords to her castle ; the fife and tambourme re- 
sounded through its arches; animated groups might be 
seen in the vast embrasures of its goihic windows, and 
joyous dances succeeded to long silence and gloomy de- 
votions. There was but one sentiment which never left 
Guillemette, this was, hatred to the Reformation; in which 
she was strongly supported by her intendant, Le Sieur de 
Bellegarde, and the canons of Valangin. 

Guillemette and her priests had, in truth, reason to 
tremble. The 15th of August was a great Romish feast, 
our Lady of August, or the Assumption ; and all the faith- 
ful of the Val de Ruz, prepared to celebrate it. This was 
the day chosen by Farel. This man, animated with the 
fire, and courage of Elijah, set out ioi N «\«a^vD^, ^^^^'o^- 
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panied by a yormg man, a fellow countryman, and as it 
appears, distantly related; Anthony Boyve, an ardent 
Christian, and determined character. The two mission- 
aries climbed the mountain, plunged into the pine forests, 
then descending again into the valley, passed through 
Valangin, in the neighbourhood of the castle, which, not 
encouraging them to stay, they went forward to a village, 
probably Boudevilliers, intending to preach the Gospel 
there. Already the people were hastening to the church ; 
Farel and his companion entered, accompanied by a small 
number of tlie iuhabitants, who had heard him at Neuf- 
chatel. The Reformer immediately ascended the pulpit, 
and the priest began to celebrate mass. Then the strug- 
gle commenced. While the voice of Farel preached Jesus 
Christ, and his promises, the voice of the priest and the 
choir, chanted the missal. The solemn moment approach- 
ed, the ineffable trau substantiation is about to be accom- 
plished ; the priest pronounces upon the elements the 
sacrod words. At this moment tlie people hesitate no 
longer, ancient custom, an invincible power draws them 
to the altar; the minister is abandoned; the kneeling 
crowd return to their worship, Rome triumphs. — Suddenly, 
a young man springs from the midst of the crowd, cross- 
es the choir, ruslies to the altar, seizes the host from the 
hands of the priest, and turning towards the people, cries, 
" Tliis is not the God you must adore. He is in heaven, 
above, in the majesty of the Father, and not in the hands 
of these priests, as you believe." It was Anthony Boyve. 
This audacious act, at first produced the desired effect, 
the mass was interrupted, tlie chanting ceased ; and the 
crowd, as If struck by some supemalviial -^ower, remained 
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immovable and silent. Farel, still in the puli)it, took ad- 
vantage of this calm, and began to preach tliat Christ, 
" whom the heavens must receive until the times of tho 
restitution of all things." Then, priests, chanters, and 
adlierents hurried into the towers of the church, ran up 
into the belfry, and sounded the tocsin. 

This means succeeded; people ran from all parts to 
the church, and if Farel had not retired, his life, and that 
of Boyve must have been sacrificed. But God, says the 
chronicler, " delivered them." They ran over tlie distance 
which separates Boudevilliers from Valangin, and ap- 
proached the steep gorges of the ton-ent of Seyon. But 
how could they cross that town already alarmed by the 
tocsin ? 

Leaving Chaumont, and its sombre forests on the left, 
the two evangelists took a narrow road, that passed below 
the castle ; they were gliding cautiously along, when a 
shower of stones assailed them ; and at the same time, a 
score of people, priests, men and women fell furiously 
upon them. " The priests," says a historian, " had not 
the gout, either in their arms or feet ; and they beat them 
so, as scarcely to leave them alive." Madame de Vergy, 
descending to her terraces, so far from moderating the 
anger of the priests, cried out, " Dro^vn tliem, drown 
tliem, throw these Lutheran dogs into the Seyon, they 
have despised the good God I" — In short, the priests be- 
gan to draw tlie two heretics towards tlie bridge ; never 
was Farel nearer death. 

Suddenly, from behind the last rock, which conceals 
Valangin, at tlie side of tlie mountain, appeared certain 
good persons, of the Val de Ruz, conim^ ixQi\a."§<'iXil^2\i:iiSj^^ 
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and descending into tlie valley. — " What are you doing ? " 
said they, to the priests, (doubtless with the intention of 
saving Farel,) " rather take these fellows into custody, 
that they may be obliged to answer for their conduct 
Would you deprive yourselves of the only means in your 
power, for discovering those infected with the poison of 
heresy ? " At tliese words the priests ceased, and con- 
ducted their prisoners to the castle. As they were passing 
by a little chapel, where was an image of the Virgin : 
" Go down on your knees," said they to Farel and Boyve, 
pointing to the image ; " prostrate yourselves before our 
Lady." Farel began to admonish them, " Worship God 
alone," said he, " in spirit, and in truth, and not dumb 
images, without life, or understanding." But they, con- 
tinues the historian, irritated by his firmness and con- 
stancy, began to beat him afresh on his head, till the blood 
Cpished out, in such a manner, that the walls of the chapel 
were stained with it, and the marks were visible for a long 
time afterwords. 

Their march was resumed, and entering the town, they 
quickly climbed the road leading to the esplanade, where 
Guillemette, and her attendants, awaited the Lutherans ; 
they were led forward, the priests still beating them, all 
covered with mire and blood, to the prison, where they were 
let down, almost dead, into the dungeon of the castle of 
Valangin. Thus Paul, at Lystra, had been stoned by the 
Jews, dragged out, and left for dead. The Reformers 
preached the same Gospel as the Apostles, and submitted 
to the same treatment. 
Jt must be acknowledged that Farel and Boyve were too 
vjoJent in their attack ; still t\ie cYiuic\v ol the middle 
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ages, fallen back into the legal spirit of Judaism, and into 
all tJie corruptions which flow from it, had need of an en- 
ergetic opposition, to lead it back to the principle of 
grace. Augustine and St. Paul, re-appeared in the church 
of the 16th century ; and in the action of Boyve, throw- 
ing himself, full of emotion, between the mass and its 
worshippers, can we help recalling the action of St. Paul, 
when tearing his garments, he ran into the midst of the 
crowd, who were on the point of worshipping men ! 

Farel and Boyve, under the castle, could like Paul and 
Silas, in the prison at Philippi, sing praises to God, in 
the dungeon of Valangin. M. de Bellegard, ever ready to 
persecute the Gospel, was preparing for them a cruel 
death, when the citizens of Neufch&tel, arrived to claim 
them. Madame de Valangin, dared not refuse, and she 
even, at the demand of Berne, and for the sake of appear- 
ance, instituted an enquiry, says a manuscript. Neverthe- 
less, " those of the priests, who had been most active in 
beating Farel, were, from that time, admitted daily to her 
table as a recompense." But this was of little conse- 
quence. The seed of the truth had fallen into the valley 
of the Buz. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Farel returns to Neufcbatel — Preaches in the Hospital— Scene at the 
Cathedral— Popery overthrown at Neufcbatel — ^Ascends the pulpit 
at Valangin — Scene at Corcelles— St Blaise. 

At Neufchatel, the Bernese supported the citizens. The 
governor, having exhausted his resources, sent amhassa- 
dors to the princess, entreating her " to come and appease 
her people, who were in sad trouble about this Lutheran 
religion." In the mean time, the fermentation increased. 
The citizens entreated the canons to leave the mass, hut 
this they refused. Then the citizens presented their rea- 
sons in writing, and besought them to dispute with Farel, 
still they refused. " But, pray," said they, " say some- 
thing for, or against ! " All was useless. 

The 23d of October, fell on a Sunday ; and Farel, re- 
turning to Neufchatel, preached in the hospital. He knew 
that the magistrates of the city, had deliherated on the 
propriety of consecrating the cathedral itself to the evan- 
gelical worship. " Why," said he, " will you not put as 
much honour upon the Gospel, as those of the opposite 
party do upon the mass ? And if this superstitious act is 
celehrated in the cathedral, why should not the Qospel 
also be announced there ? " At liheae ^oi^B) «]ii\iia audi- 
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tors rose, " To the church," cried they, " to the church ! " 
Impetuous men, at once put their hands, to accomplish 
that work which the prudence of the elders had only pro- 
posed. They went out, leading Farel along with them, and 
climbed the steep street to the castle. In yain the affright- 
ed canons and their attendants endeavoured to stop the 
crowd : they forced a passage, convinced it was for the 
glory of God, that they should advance, nothing could ar- 
rest them. Insults and cries assailed them from all quar- 
ters, but in the name of the truth, which they defended, 
onward they marched, threw open the doors of the church 
of our Lady, and entered — there, commenced a new 
struggle. 

The canons, and their friends, collected round the pul- 
pit, and endeavoured to hinder Farel ; but all was useless. 
It was not a troop of rebels, whom they now engaged. God 
had spoken in his word, and the magistrates themselves, 
had come to a decided resolution. The citizens advanced 
therefore, against the sacerdotal bands; and formed a 
close battalion, in the midst of which they placed the Be- 
former : they succeeded in breaking through the crowd, 
and at length placed their minister in the pulpit, without 
any evil having happened to him. Immediately, all was 
silence, both within the cathedral, and without ; the very 
adversaries themselves, were stilled ; and Farel delivered, 
one of the most powerful discourses he ever preached in 
his life. Their eyes were opened; their emotion increased; 
their hearts melted ; the most obstinate seemed converted; 
and soon, from every part of the ancient edifice, was 
echoed the cry, " We will follow the evangelical religion, 
and we, and our children, will live and. dVt m\C 
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Suddenly, as if a whirlwind were passing over this great 
multitude, which resemhled a vast sea, it rose. The au- 
ditors of Farel, hegan to imitate good king Josiah, " if we 
take these idols," said they, " from hefore our eyes, will it 
not assist to remove them from our hearts ? If once these 
idols be destroyed, how many of our fellow citizens, now 
troubled and hesitating, will "be decided by so striking a 
manifestation of the truth ! We must save them as out of 
the fire." This last motive decided them ; and then com- 
menced a scene, which filled with horror, the souls of the 
Romish devotees, and which, according to them, was to 
bring down upon the city the most terrible judgements of 
God. 

The place itself, where this scene transpired, seemed to 
add to its solemnity. To the north, the waJls of the castle 
rose above the steep rocks of the gloomy, but picturesque 
valley of the Seyon; and the moimtain in front of the 
castle ofiered nothing to the eye but naked rocks, vines, 
and dark firs. But on the south, before the terrace, on 
which this tumultuous action took place, the silent and 
still waters of the lake, with its rich and picturesque 
banks, and in the distance, the continuous summits of 
the Alps, their brilliant snows, their immense glaciers, and 
their gigantic peaks, stretched before the astonished eye. 

It was upon this eminence, that the agitated people 
stood, paying little attention to this grand display of na- 
ture. The governor, whose castle adjoined the church, 
remained an idle spectator of excesses he could not pre- 
vent, and has been pleased to leave us a description of it. 
" These audacious men," says he, " seizing on pick- axes, 
hatvhets and bammera, marclied ag«m&t \h& iai«^Q8 of the 
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saints. They went to work, by striking down the statnes 
and altars, shivering them to atoms. The sculptured 
figures of the 14th century, were not spared, and the sta- 
tues of the counts themselves, mistaken for idols, scarcely 
escaped destruction. The Neufchatelans collected all this 
rubbish, belonging to an idolatrous worship ; carried it 
out of the temple, and threw it down the rock. The pic- 
tures did not meet with more respect. " It is the devil," 
thought they, as did the early christians, " who taught 
the world the art of making these statues, images, and all 
sorts of likenesses." They scratched out the eyes from 
the figures of the saints, and cut off their noses. The 
crucifix itself, was beaten down, for this wooden figure 
had usurped that homage of the heart, which belongs 
alone to Jesus Christ. One image, the most revered of 
all, still remained j it was that of our Lady of Mercy, 
which had been presented to the collegiate church, by 
Mary of Savoy ; but even our Lady herself met with no 
respect : a hand more daring than the rest, struck her, as 
the colossal statue of Serapis, was struck, in the 14th 
century. " They have even pierced the eyes of our Lady 
of Piety, which the late lady, your mother, had caused to 
be made," wrote the governor to the duchess of Lon- 
gueviJle. 

They went farther : the reforming party seized the pa- 
tens, in which lay the Corpus Domini, and from the top 
of the rock threw it into the torrent below ; after which, 
desirous of shewing that the sacred host, is bread, and 
not God himself, they distributed the wafers amongst 
each other, and ate them — at this sight the canons and 
chaplains could remain silent no longer ; a cry of horror 
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was heard, and they rushed forward with their assistantSi 
and opposing force to force, commenced at length, the so 
much dreaded struggle. 

The provost, de Hochburg, the canons, Simon de Neuf- 
chatel, and Pontus de Soleilant, and the members of the 
privy council,- as well as the other councillors of the 
princess, had gone in all haste to the castle. Until that 
moment, they were standing quiet spectators of the scene; 
but seeing the two parties coming to blows, they sum- 
moned all the evangelicals to appear before the governor. 
They might as well have tried to chain the winds. Be- 
sides, why should the Reformers stop ? They were not 
acting without the authority of the magistrate. " Tell 
the governor," replied they boldly, " that in the concerns 
of God, and our own souls, he cannot command us." 
George de Rive then perceived that his authority fell be- 
fore a power superior to his own. He was compelled to 
yield, and endeavoured to save, at least something. Then 
hastening to remove such of the images as yet remained 
whole, he shut them up in secret chambers. This he was 
allowed to do ; " save your gods," thought the people, 
"preserve them under strong bars, for fear any thief 
should steal away the objects you adore !" By degrees the 
tumult ceased, and the popular torrent returned to its or- 
dinary channel ; and somewhat later, in memory of this 
great event, the following words were inscribed on a pil- 
lar in the church : 

L ' an 1530 le 23 Octobre ftit 6tke et Abattue I ' Idola- 
trie de dans par les bourgeois.* 

* On the 23d October 1530, Idolatry was beaten down and taken 
»^ayfrom within by the citizens. 
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A great revolution had taken place. Public order had 
asked that the images should be removed, and the Gospel 
substituted in their place, with calmness, as at Zurich ; 
but without excusing any excess, we must take into ac- 
count, the difficulties which so contested a change induced, 
and make due allowance for the inexperience and error 
inseparable from a first explosion. He, who sees nothing 
in this Reformation but revolt, gives proof of a narrow 
and prejudiced spirit. It was the Gospel that triumphed 
upon the terrace of the castle. It was no longer pictures 
and legends that were to speak to the imagination of the 
people of NeufchlLtel : the Revelation of Christ, and his 
Apostles, such as it has been preserved to us, in the holy 
Scriptures, had reached them. In the place of mysteries, 
symbols, and the miracles of the papacy, the Reformation 
brought them sublime sentiments, powerful doctrines, 
holy and eternal truths. In the place of a mass, desti- 
tute of God, and full of human puerilities, the supper of 
Jesus Christ, was given to them, his real and powerful, 
though invisible presence ; his promises, which give peace 
to the soul, and his spirit, which changes the heart, 
and is the sure earnest of a glorious resurrection. All is 
gain in such an exchange. 

That one day's struggle was desperate ; but it was fatal 
to the papacy, and successful to the Reformation. During 
the scenes of confusion, Farel retired into privacy, and 
as they subsided he came forth again into action. This 
signal deliverance augmented the devotion and zeal of 
the friends of the Gospel. Already Emer Beynon, of 
Serriere, where Farel had landed from the little boat — on 
entering the pulpit, had said to his parishioners : " If I 
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have been a good priest, I desire, by the grace of God, to 
be a better pastor." It was necessary that his words 
should sound through all the churches. 

Farel then re-commenced, a career of fatigues and 
struggles, which the Acts of the Apostles, and the mis- 
sionaries can alone equal. 

During the latter part of the year 1530, in the depth 
of winter, he crossed the mountain, entered the church of 
Valangin, ascended the pulpit, and began to preach, at 
the moment when Guillemette de Vergy was coming in to 
mass. Madam de Valangin, endeavoured in vain, to close 
the mouth of the Reformer ; the old and noble dowager, 
hurried precipitately away ; " saying, I do not believe 
this is according to the old Gospels, if there are any new 
ones, that support these things, I am astonished." The 
people of Valangin embraced the Gospel; the terrified 
Lieutenant, ran to Neufchatel, and to Berne, and on the 
11th of February, he laid his complaint before the coun- 
cil, but all was in vain. " Why," said the lords of Berne, 
" would you trouble the water of the river ? Let it flow 
freely." 

Farel turned immediately towards the parishes around, 
between the lake and the Jura. At Corcelles, a fanatical 
crowd, well armed, and conducted by the curate of Neuf- 
chdtel, rushed into the church where the minister was 
preaching, and he did not escape without wounds. At 
Bevay, the abbot John de Livron, and his monks, assem- 
bled a number of his friends, surrounded the church, and 
the blockade being thus formed, they entered, ascended 
the pulpit, expelled the minister, and chased him from 
the temple with violence and insult. Every time he 
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appeared, they pursued him as far as Auvemier, with 
stones and shots. 

Farel after having evangelized the shore of the lake, 
south of Neufchatel, went to the north, and preached at 
St Blaise. The population, led on by the priest and 
the Lieutenant, fell upon him, and Farel only just escaped 
from their hands, covered with blood, and scarcely recog- 
nizable. His friends hastily threw him into a boat, and 
conveyed him to Morat, where he remained some time to 
recover from his wounds.* 

Farel, having recovered from the ill-treatment received 
at St Blaise, impelled by tlie spiritual necessities of the 
people, and urged by the burning love of God, again 
issued forth to proclaim the tidings of salvation through 
Christ alone. Visiting several of the towns and hamlets 
around, he boldly announced the Gospel, unmoved and 
undismayed by the opposition, insults, and sufferings 
that befel him — and it was not without some good fruit in 
every place. 

In the early part of the year, the Reformer was present 
at the Synod held in Berne. There, being apprised that 
some of the friends of the Reformation in France had 
been induced to think of applying to the civil power 
for relief under their oppressions and sufferings, he wrote 
to them. " It is true," he said, " men suspect, threaten, 
and oppress you ; that those, who, as friends, ought to 
have assisted and encouraged you, are become your 
enemies ; and that like Elisha, the prophet, you are har- 

• Here we leave the French historian, and avail ourselves of Farel's 
German bic^raphers for the rest. 
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assed by foes on every side. Yet, my dear friends, be 
not discouraged ; " The Lord is our helper, of whom shall 
we be afraid !" " If God be for us who can be against 
us ?" do not regard the Assyrian host, but fix your eye 
on God, who is fighting for us. Take courage, and re- 
member the holy covenant which God has made with us 
through Jesus Christ. Consider not the number and 
strength of your enemies — ^but look to God alone. Let 
your conduct be moderate and kind, yet firm and perse- 
vering." 

Thus did Farel endeavour to encourage and confirm 
the hearts of those who were his companions in tribula- 
tion. 

After this we find him amongst the Waldenses, to whom 
his judicious counsels were of eminent service. These 
simple and pious inhabitants of the vallies of Piedmont, 
had, several centuries before, received the light of the 
Gospel ; and no persecution, however bitter, no suffering, 
however severe, had been sufficient to shake their faith, 
or wrest from them the Word of God Hearing wonder- 
ful accounts respecting the spread of the Reformation in 
Germany and Switzerland, two of their ministers were 
deputed to confer with Farel, on the different articles of 
the christian faith. Having obtained his opinions and 
sentiments, together with those of CEcolampadius and 
others, they returned to their vallies. And shortly after, 
Farel was invited to attend their Synod. Here many 
important measures were discussed, and several resolutions 
passed, which bore upon the reformation of certain 
abuses, and the complete renunciation of all Bomish 
ceremomes; some of which had never been entirely 
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abandoned by them. The Bible was only to be found in 
manuscript; and little opportunity for instruction had 
been afforded. Now, however, they determined upon 
establishing schools; and Farel was desired by the 
members of the Synod, to send to them persons, properly 
qualified for imparting instruction ; to which he agreed, 
and promised likewise to superintend the translation of 
the Scriptures, which they had resolved upon printing. 

On returning from this mission, Farel was led to visit 
Geneva, where he was joyfully received by the friends of 
the Beformation. . A movement in favour of Beform had 
for some time been agitating this city ; which, for pictur- 
esque situation, political importance, and literary fame 
has been one of the most interesting in Europe. Here, 
on each side of the two rapid streams, which issuing from 
.the Leman, pursue a divided course, until having flowed 
through the city, they unite to form the noble waters of 
the Bhone, dwelt a multitude of people, formerly devoted 
adherents to the papacy — uncomplaining victims of the 
oppressions and exactions, imposed upon them by a 
lazy, ignorant, and corrupt clergy. But the sound of the 
Gospel trumpet had reached Geneva, and awaking at its 
call, men began to perceive, and to shake off the fetters 
by which they had long been bound. Numbers flocked 
to hear the Beformer. — Prayers to Mary — ^popish indul- 
gencies — ^priestly absolutions — ^marvellous tales of saints, 
were now disregarded; and instead of counting their 
beads, and running ceremoniously to the churches as 
formerly ; all classes were eagerly and constantly engaged 
in listening to the preacher ; who, with sparkling eye, and 
a soul full of heavenly fire, and animated ^eatuiea^ si^oka 
to them "the words of eternal Wie.** 
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But the senate of Geneva interfered. Farel was sum- 
moned to appear before the council, and charged with 
being the promoter of disorderly proceedings. To this 
he replied with firmness : and having laid before the 
authorities his license for preaching, received from 
the lords of Berne, • he was quietly dismissed. The 
ministers of Rome, however, fired with hatred against this 
disturber of their luxurious slothfulness, and guilty indul- 
gences, immediately formed a plot against him, and 
hastened to put it in execution. The vicar general 
Armade de Gingins, sent a message to Farel, offering to 
discuss with him certain religious questions. The latter 
accompanied by some of his friends, immediately obeyed 
— arriving at the house they were introduced to the 
dignitary, and several of his clerical brethren, who had 
assembled on the occasion. — Here, instead of christian 
respect and moderation, a torrent of abuse was imme- 
diately poured upon him. " Heretic ! Devil !" said they, 
addressing Farel, " how comest thou hither ? Who gave 
thee authority to preach ? Wherefore dost thou travel to 
and fro, turning the world upside down ? Who baptized 
thee ?" " I am not a devil," replied Farel, " and I was 
baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. I preach Jesus Christ who died on the cross 
for our sins, and was raised again for our justification. 
I am commissioned not by man, but by God, whose ser- 
vant I am ; and his Word will I maintain as long as I live. 
It is not 7 tliat trouble the world, but yow, by your 
licentious deportment and criminal practices." The 
infuriated canons became still more irritated — they gnash- 
ed on him with their teeth, and commanding him and his 
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friends to leave the room, one of the party levelled a gun 
at Farel, and was about to fire, when the piece burst in 
his hands. Turning round to the assassin, Farel firmly- 
said, " Thy shots do not terrify me." One of the canons 
then standing up, pronounced the words. " He has blas- 
phemed God, what need have we of further witnesses, he 
is worthy of death." A general tumult ensued. " Away 
with the Lutheran heretic to the Rhone," cried some. 
" Strike this servant of the devil ! Kill this Lutheran dog V* 
Blows and kicks accompanied this language, and a dagger 
aimed at him by one of the holy brothers f would certainly 
have put an end to his life, had he not been rescued by 
one of the Syndics of the city. To this succeeded another 
plot, and had he not retired, his life might have been taken 
away. 

The Beformer returned for a season to Morat, where he 
laboured to confirm and establish those who had already 
believed. 

But the untiring zeal of this evangelist urged him to 
make a fresh attempt at Geneva. The lords of Berne had 
declared themselves aggrieved by the treatment shewn to 
a minister, famished by themselves with letters of recom- 
mendation to all the states in alliance with Berne, and 
warned the Genevese against a repetition of such offences. 
The perplexed senate knew not what path to pursue ; — on 
the one hand lay Berne, whose powerful support of the 
Reformation was sufficiently known ; on the other hand, 
Friburg ceased not to issue its menaces against all those 
who sided with the reformed party. What was to be done? 

Farel re-appeared, followed by a messenger from Berne, 
bearing letters to the senate of Geneva. Enemies were 
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on the watch — ^their plans were laid — their measures taken 
— ^Romish agents made the circuit of the city, exciting 
the people to rise in defence of religion ; and at length a 
par^ of aimed men, headed by the clergy, in military 
garb, marched precipitately out, and seized possession of 
the Molard. — ^A sanguinary crisis seemed at hand. The 
authorities, however, used prompt measures, and succeed* 
ed in obliging the agitated party to retire. Still the city 
remained in commotion — Farel and his friends pursued 
their course, preaching in private houses — and the canons 
and priests were equally intent, endeavouring to rouse the 
people against the Reformers — ^Friburg threatening — 
Berne complaining — the senate hesitating and troubled. 
— ^At length, it was resolved to refer the business to a gen- 
eral coimcil. A dominican monk, supported by one or 
two of the canons, were chosen as the advocates of po- 
pery, against Farel and his companions. The disputation 
continued during several days, until the poor monk, com- 
pletely nonplused, confessed his inability to prove the 
doctrines he defended, from Scripture, — and not submitt- 
ing to a public recantation of his errors, was placed in 
confinement, where he remained a considerable time. 

One day, early in Lent, a concourse of citizens was ob- 
served moving along the streets of Geneva : their progress 
was steady, calm, yet determined. Approaching one of 
the Franciscan halls, they entered; presently the bell 
rang — ^Farel and his auditors had assembled to worship 
God. Peaceably, and without interruption, the minister 
completed his discourse. How was this ? All were aston- 
ished. Who had given Farel permission to preach ? Not 
ihe senate — not the deputies from Berne. — ^Doubtless, the 
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hand of God was in it : Geneya too must have the GospeL 
The incensed Friburgers would not remain in alliance 
with a state which permitted the preacher of heresy to 
live. The compact was dissolved. Geneva and Friburg 
were no longer allied. This was a vast step in advance 
for the Reformation ; and Farel publicly administered the 
Lord's Supper in the church of the Franciscans, to a large 
number of communicants, amongst whom was a priest 

The Reformer persevered in his labours, preaching and 
administering the sacraments, to those who, until now 
deprived of the Gospel, at length began to rejoice in its 
light Accessions to the number of the faithful were 
made daily — a rich harvest appeared on soil hitherto un- 
fruitful. Satan could not see his kingdom thus assailed 
without alarm. He therefore stirred up his agents ; and 
plot after plot was laid, to murder the preachers, and 
crush the Reform. All was in vain. The divine shield 
was thrown around those devoted men, " who counted not 
their lives dear to themselves," so that they might win 
souls to Christ Farel and his companions were secured, 
and the devices of their adversaries came to nought 
The Romish party were compelled to yield to the force of 
Gospel truth, all they could do was to utter a sentence of 
excommunication against the city and its allies. The aw- 
fal words were pronounced by pope and bishop. Geneva 
stood excommunicated. 

Those spiritual bonds by which the inhabitants of 
Geneva had so long been entramelled, were now quickly 
loosed — ^that idolatrous service, the mass, was forbidden, 
idols and images were removed, and soon after, the Refor- 
mation was firmly established by Edict Beme^ which. 
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had all along supported the evangelical party, now became 
a sharer in the public rejoicings : and Farel never ceased 
to remember with joy and gratitude, his labours at Geneva. 
A conquest such as this, was not to be lightly esteemed ; 
and Farel found that much time and effort would be re- 
quired, to consolidate and improve the infant church in 
this city. Accordingly he suggested the establishment of 
schools for the young, in which the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel should be inculcated : and he exhorted the faithfal to 
unity, forbearance, and self-denial. The citizens issued 
a declaration of their adoption of the evangelical faith, 
and their entire disruption with the church of Bome. 

The ordinances of religion were now attended to in a 
manner accordant with the spirit of the Gospel. And on 
Easter Sunday, a large number joined in celebrating the 
supper of the Lord, which was administered to them by 
Farel. A minister of rare qualifications, was now needed 
to sustain and carry on this great work, so auspiciously 
begun, and one was unexpectedly provided. John Calvin 
being on his way to Basle, with the intention of prosecut- 
ing his studies there, called on Farel. No sooner did the 
latter perceive the eminent qualifications of this young 
man, than he earnestly entreated him to renounce his in- 
tention of proceeding to Basle, and enter upon the minis- 
try at Geneva, and after much reasoning and many fruitless 
efforts, at length succeeded in persuading Calvin to accept 
the charge. 

Shortly after, Farel engaged in another disputation 
with the priests, from which some good resulted ; many, 
who till then had adhered to the Bomish tenets, were, 
daiiDg the courae of the debate, convinced of their falla- 
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ey, and embraced the word of God, aa the only rale of 
faith. 

But Farel's labours in Geneva, and his own peace, were 
soon to be disturbed, by the perversities, and jealousy of 
false brethren. He was drawn into many disputations, 
which ultimately ended in his being compelled to leave 
the city. ** Painful indeed^" said Farel, '< are the sufferings 
brought on by our own people." His friend Calvin ac- 
companied him to Berne. The lords of that city endea- 
voured to procure the restoration of the preachers to 
Geneva. But so strong did the tide of feeling flow against 
them, that they were denied permission to return. Upon 
this they resolved to proceed to Basle, and there await 
the openings of providence. 



CHAPTER X. 



Farel called to Neufchatel— Opposed by a party— YiuU Metx— Sick- 
ness and restoration— Marriage— Visits Gap. 

Whilst the unabated ardour of the Reformer was leading 
him to anticipate fresh enterprises, he received a call to 
Neufch&tel, the inhabitants of whioh place desired to se- 
cure his permanent residence amongst them. But Farel, 
considering the state of things in that city, was averse 
from entering upon the pastoral office. Church discipline 
had been slightly attended to— and though the Beforma- 
tion, notwithstanding some opposition, had extended over 
most of the surrounding villages; yet much remained to 
be done, and many obstacles stood in the way. After some 
consideration he was induced to consent Soon he found 
abundant employment, in the correction of abuses, the 
institution of salutary regulations, and the general build- 
ing up of the reformed. His heart was often pained by 
witnessing the negligent manner in which many arotmd 
bim performed their pastoral duties, and the imperfect 
example presented to the people, by thoso who should 
have been models of piety. His own efforts were crowned 
with partial success. 
A party, boweyer, hj whom be biad been o^^«ed e^er 
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lince his return to Nenfch&tel, now began to act more 
openly and decidedly. They represented to Berne, that 
his continuance in Neufchdtel, would be the cause of dis- 
sensions and tumult, and demanded that Farel should be 
dismissed. Finding that the opposing party had gained 
oyer the majority of the people, and judging from the 
misrepresentations of his enemies, the Bernese informed 
him, that unless the dispute were settled within a given 
time, they should feel themselves constrained to yield to 
the wishes of the people. Farel would not consent to his 
dismission ; except as given by the church. " I am not 
troubled" said he, " about whether God intends to keep me 
here or not; as to myself, I am prepared for any thing.'* 
But he foresaw what would be the result to the church, of 
his being unjustly expelled, and his spirit shrank from it. 

At this juncture the plague broke out in Neufch&tel. 
Daily was Farel found at the bedside of the sick and dy- 
ing, uninfluenced by prejudice, and animated by the pure 
love of God. 

From Geneva, MontbMiard, Basle and Zurich, letters of 
remonstrance on the subject of Farel's removal, were ad- 
dressed to the council of Neufch^tel. After much dispu- 
tation, and many dissensions, Farel was ultimately re-ap- 
pointed for life to the pastorate in Neufchdtel. He felt 
grateful to God, for thus rescuing the church fh>m the 
imminent danger in which she had been placed; and 
entered with fresh zeal upon the discharge of his arduous 
duties : many important regulations in connection with 
ecclesiastical affairs were now made. 

The Moselle, in its cdurse through the department of 
Menrthe, waters a country diBtiiiiSQi<a>\i<^^ Vst \k«w^ ^^ 
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scenery, and for the yariety of its productions. Between 
its vine covered hills, lie fertile and smiling vallies cloth- 
ed with verdure, and intersected by the Sarre, the Yerouze, 
and other streams, while still farther in the distance, its 
towering heights are crowned with forests of oak and 
beech. In a magnificent basin, just at the confluence of 
the Moselle and Seille, stands the noble and strongly for- 
tified city of Metz. For several centuries Metz enjoyed 
the privileges of an independent and free city, and it was 
not until after a seige of sixty-five days, by a powerful 
army, that the aspiring Charles Y. again brought it under 
the dominion of France. Its proud and numerous inhabi- 
tants had long acknowledged the pontiff of Rome as head 
of the church, and were amongst his most ardent support- 
ers. A spark, however, from the fires kindled already at 
the Sorbonne, and amongst the lofty vallies of the Alps, 
fell upon Metz. The Gospel passed through its formida- 
ble gates — no sooner did the fire begin to shew itself» 
than canons and priests, the authorities of the place, and 
the higher ranks of citizens united in pouring forth a 
stream of opposition, which seemed destined to quench 
it "We will not permit this Lutheran heresy," cried 
they, and Metz remained faithful to the pope. But the 
spark did not die ; and after a time, not very long, it be- 
gan to exert an influence much to be feared by Bome. In 
the dominican halls were found certain brothers, who 
preached, " Salvation comes by Jesus Christ alone." 
Some, whose hearts were open to receive the truth, had 
earnestly desired an evangelical preacher — ^but where was 
to be found one, who, in the midst of opposition, hatred 
Mud violent penecution, would expose his life for Meti ? 
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Farel hesitated not ; but leaving his charge at Neufchitel 
nnder the care of other ministers, for a season, he once 
more crossed the frontiers of his country, and arrived at 
Metz. There, in a cemetery belonging to the dominicans, 
he commenced his labours. Immediately the church bells 
were set in motion for the purpose of drowning his voice 
— ^but in vain. Loud as the clamour was, the thimder 
with which the Reformer spoke exceeded, and he was 
listened to by vast multitudes, who thronged to the spot 
where he was discoursing. Alarm seized the priests ; and 
Farel was summoned before the senate. "By whose 
authority do you preach ? " asked they. " By the Jiuthori- 
ty of Jesus Christ," replied Farel, " and at the desire of 
his people." This did not satisfy the senate; and the 
minister was prohibited from preaching. At this period, 
that dreadful scourge, the plague, appeared in Metz. Farel, 
unable to occupy the pulpit, carried the Gospel to the 
chambers of the sick, and preached Jesus, at the bedside 
of the dying. The people petitioned the senate of Metz 
to allow the teaching of evangelical doctrine ; but in vain. 
Farel retired to Gorze, a neighbouring town, where his 
ministry was owned of God, and many were won over to 
the Gospel. On Easter Sunday, of this year, several 
communicants repaired to Gorze from Metz, in order to 
receive the sacrament from the hands of the Reformer. 
Scarcely was the service ended, when a party of the enemy 
rushed upon them, sword in hand ; many lost their lives, 
Farel himself was wounded, and sought refuge in the cas- 
tle of Comte Guillaume de Wurstenburg. 

After some time finding a return to Metz impracticable, 
Farel again directed his steps to l^%\3i<i\i^\^> \s^ ^^"^ 
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without endeavouring to supply the oppressed people of 
the former city, who were panting after the Gospel, with 
whatever means he could ohtain for their spiritual instruc- 
tion : — amongst which, his own counsels, letters of ex- 
hortation, and a collection of prayers for their use, were, 
perhaps the most valuahle. 

In 1545, Calvin, and some of the Genevese sought to 
induce Farel to resign his charge at Neufch&tel, and be- 
come a resident in their city, where the probabilities of 
his being useful seemed greater. But this was set aside, 
and he remained at Neufchatel. Another attempt was 
subsequently made to establish him at Lausanne, as pro- 
fessor of divinity; but this also was unsuccessful. In- 
deed, at no place, perhaps, were Farel's labours more 
needed at that time than at Neufchatel. The people, easily 
prejudiced, were in constant danger of being led away, 
by the false teachers, who, from time to time appeared in 
their city : on every side were found men, ready at the 
first opportunity, to introduce the old abuses and practi. 
ces of Eome. Eager to secure to the people a perpetua- 
tion of evangelical doctrine and worship, Farel urged 
upon the coimcil, to educate a number of young men in 
the principles of evangelical religion, for the work of the 
ministry. To these Farel devoted his utmost pains and 
attention ; as well as to public schools, several of which 
he was the means of improving, and caused the establish- 
ment of new ones. The Eeformer's pen was not idle ; .he 
published a few works, amongst which, were his " Sword 
of the true word of God," a small book of devotions, and 
a circular ** Letter to all the magistrates, churches, and 
pastors, to whom the Lord had led him, and who had as- 
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listed him in the work of the Lord :" besides extensive 
correspondence with the various churches. 

In 1553, Fare! was attacked with the pleurisy, and so 
violent was the complaint as to threaten his life. Calvin 
hastened io Neufchatel, and cheered his afflicted friend by 
his conversation and prayers. Farel, thinking himself 
near death, made his will, in the presence of Calvin, who 
signed it as a witness. It was to the following effect ; af- 
ter gratefully acknowledging the mercy of God, in deliver- 
ing him from the bondage of popery, and especially in 
permitting him to become a preacher of salvation through 
Jesus, he implored forgiveness of God, for all his sins 
and errors ; solemnly committed body and soul to his 
keeping until tlie day of resurrection, and professed his 
unshaken belief in all the doctrines he had taught. To 
his brothers, Walter and Claude, he bequeathed his little 
property, enjoining upon them unanimity, and an unwa- 
vering adherence to the faith of the Gospel. Part of his 
money was to be given to the poor, and the remainder to 
he employed for the payment of his debts. His books 
were to be divided amongst the ministers of the neigh- 
bouring churches and his nephews ; one of whom was an 
evangelical preacher. 

But Farel's work was not yet accomplished, and he was 
once more restored to the people. Having recovered, he 
resumed the labour of bringing the administration of ec- 
clesiastical affairs in the church at Neufchatel to greater 
perfection. And at a later period he visited Geneva, Basle, 
Montbfeliard Strasburg and Zurich, in each of which pla- 
ces, he gave proof of those great qualifications which 
united to render him not only an evangelist, but a builder 
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up of the churches. Naturally impetuous and warm, yet 
full of candour, and inflexible in his principles ; Farel 
sometimes ventured beyond the bounds of human pru- 
dence, but in regard to this, advancing years served not 
only to moderate, but also to soften his manners. The 
same grace of God, which at first led him to risk his life 
in promoting the spread of the word, now, without any 
abatement of the principle, shed a mellowing influence 
over his character, and he became eminently a " father in 
Christ." At an advanced age, we find him actively en- 
gaged in a missionary tour, visiting many places amongst 
which were St. Leonard, Pruntrut and Berne. 

Through life Farel had regarded marriage as the most 
honourable estate ; yet owing to his public engagements, 
and the peculiar nature of his calling, he did not enter 
into this relation till the year 1558. 

His distinguished station amongst the Beformers, 
brought him many visitors ; and his opinions respecting 
the affairs of foreign churches were often solicited, and 
his advice or personal interference frequently requested. 
When, at least seventy years of age, he undertook a jour- 
ney in behalf of the Waldenses ; and on his return home, 
went, by special invitation to Gap. What must have been 
his feelings on again beholding the scenes of his youth, 
after an absence of forty years ! How might he reflect 
with gratitude and praise to God, that after so many years 
of perpetual labours, dangers and deaths, out of which 
the Lord had delivered him, and brought him once more 
to view a land so replete with interest to him ! Here he 
announced the word of life to a vast concourse of people. 
But soon public meetings, and preaching in churches were 
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forbidden by the senate of Grenoble. A believing church 
was, however, formed at Gap, and though much persecut- 
ed, they held fast " the beginning of their confidence,'* 
and remained steadfast. 



CHAPTER XI. 



Calvin removed by death — Fare! visits Metz— His death— Remarks. 

In the year 1564 Calvin was removed by death. This 
event proved a severe trial to Farel, who ardently loved 
this brother and fellow labourer in the word of the Lord. 
** Oh that I might have died for him ! " exclaimed he. 
Great was Farel's loss, but greater still that of the church 
of Geneva: and from that time, this city lay near his 
heart. 

The following year, Farel felt a strong desire once more 
to visit Metz, and he was greatly encouraged to do so; for 
his former labours and sufferings in behalf of that city 
were not in vain — the seed had been sown, God had 
watered it, and fruit was gathered ; and now there was a 
living church, even there, and ministers, longing to em- 
brace and honour him. His age and infirmities rendered 
the prosecution of his design somewhat critical. Accom- 
panied, however, by a friend, he set out, and on arriving 
at the city, was received with great joy and respect Farel 
lost no time, but on the very day of his arrival, he de- 
livered a most powerfid discourse, full of life and rich 
with unction, well calculated to inspire the evangelical 
A/ends wiib fresh rigova and couxage« But the venerable 
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minister had out-done his strength. On concluding the 
service) he was compelled to retire to hed, where he linger- 
ed for a few weeks. During this interval, many of all 
ranks, came to receive from his dying lips a fresh testi- 
mony to the truth of the Gospel. His faith, his fortitude 
and patience remained unshaken to the last. Some were 
as much struck with the evident superiority of his soul over 
his present circumstances, as they had hefore heen im- 
pressed by his thundering eloquence. " See, this man," 
said they, " is the very same as he has always been ! We 
never knew him dejected, even when danger made our 
spirits fail. When we were ready to give up every thing, 
he remained steadfast, himlj confiding in his Lord, and 
cheering us by his Christian heroism ! " Yes, endeavour- 
ing to improve the last hours of his life, he exhorted, en- 
couraged, comforted and stimulated, according to their 
condition and rank, all who visited him ; till having com- 
pleted his vocation on earth, he gently breathed his last, 
September 13th 1565, in the seventy-sixth year of his 
age. 

Thus lived, and thus died Farel ; a man whose talents, 
piety, and unquenchable ardour, in promoting the spread 
of the Gospel, entitle him to be placed in the very first 
rank of the Beformers. 

Every church in Neufchatel, as well as those in the 
surrounding districts, deeply lamented their loss; and 
long after his death, his memory was highly revered, and 
deference was universally paid to what they believed would 
have been his sentiments on various proceedings that oc- 
curred in the church. 

There was, perhaps, nothing very uncomxftoia. vcv ^^ 
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first movements of divine grace upon the mind of Farel, 
by which he was led to seek that, which he possessed not 
He panted for knowledge; but the mere knowledge of 
things, did not, could not satisfy him. It was the know- 
ledge and possession of the Supreme good, that alone 
could bring satisfaction and enjoyment to his soul ; and 
this, neither creation, nor philosophy, nor a ceremonial 
system of religion, how devoutly soever observed, could 
supply. 

There was nothing imusual, at least, in the estimation 
of the Christian — ^who is accustomed to contemplate God, 
in his daily works, as well as his word — ^in those inter- 
positions of divine providence, which delivered Farel 
from the influence of their family religion, in reality, only 
a course of deception. A desire for study led him to the 
Sorbonne ; and tiiere he found a man of reputation, a 
man of acknowledged worth, who, like himself, was feel- 
ing after truth, and groping after substantial happiness, 
if haply he might attain thereunto : and that was Lefdvre. 
The providence and grace of God, were conducting these 
men to the same object, and the same end ; although at 
the first, they, like young Samuel, understood not the 
voice that spoke to them, nor the influence that was brood- 
ing upon their minds. Many who have come to a saving 
knowledge of divine grace ; many who have arrived at 
eminence in Christian commimities, can, in the same way 
look back, with adoring gratitude to God, by whose provi- 
dence and grace, they were led, step by step, to the attain- 
ment of the highest privileges. There was in the mind 
of Farel, a simplicity , which his own natural ardour never 
consumed; which the bewilderments ol 'po^ery nfiver de- 
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gtroyed. This characteristic was to him, and must he to 
every one, favourahle to the admission of light and the 
teaching of the Holy Ghost. It is owmg to the absence 
of this, and the influence of outward things ; things in- 
compatible with the soul's true union with Him, who is 
the life, that many never get into the way of salvation, 
and that others make little or no progress in the know- 
ledge and love of God. 

The invocation of saints, which forms a great part of 
that ceremonial religion in which Farel had been brought 
up, necessarily involves trust or confidence in their merits 
or influence; and consequently an expectation of some 
saving benefit from their agency ; or else why invoked ? 
This was one means of keeping Farel so long in bondage 
to fear, when he was labouring under a conviction of sin. 
The momenthe was enabled to turn away his eyes from these 
mere creature mediators — ^look to Christ alone for salva- 
tion, and trust, with all his heart, in the mercy of God in 
Jesus, — ^his chains were brSken, his heart was free, and 
his soul was filled with light and joy in believing. From 
that moment, he regarded himself as the Lord's redeemed 
property ; and consecrated himself, and all he had, to his 
divine Master's service, from which he never departed. 
This may partly account for his rapid growth in grace ; 
for the steadfastness of his burning zeal ; his constant 
self-denial, and ability to make the greatest sacrifices for 
the benefit of others ; and for his unflinching fortitude, 
when surrounded by extraordinary dangers. 

Many are deprived of the liberty of the Gospel, and of 
a solid hope of eternal life, — either because they will not 
by repentance give up all sin, or because the^ Vc>aa\. ec^^xi^- 
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ly, or in part to something else to saye fhem, rather than 
to Christ alone; whilst others have too low an estimate of 
salvation ; as if it consisted merely in such an ayowal of 
Christ, or Christianity, as allowed their favourite idols to 
remain in their heart, and admitted a temper and demean- 
our in accordance with the world. Such persons, however, 
are not qualified to endure persecutions ; and Satan finds 
little or no difficulty in making them subservient to his 
purposes ; having already a party to his cause in their 
hearts. 

The secular arm, by which papists have frequently en- 
deavoured to advance and defend their cause, may one 
day be employed in their punishment ; but it is the word 
of God, and that Spirit, by which Farel was animated, 
that shall prove their overthrow. Excellent as mere hu- 
man wi'itiugs, human learning and eloquence may be, for 
strengthening and confirming believers in the Christian 
faith ; yet of late years, at leagt, these have made little, if 
any impression on the enemy — opposed alone, to the 
workings of popery, they are but as soldiers in a sham- 
fight; little more tlian exercise, and an expenditure of 
ammunition is effected ; few, or no prisoners are made, 
and no city taken. Farel came to close quarters in earnest, 
and wielding the sword of the Spirit, with the arm of faith, 
discomfitted the enemy, opened the prison doors of them 
that were bound, and divided the spoils amongst the poor 
and needy. It is easy to say, Farel sometimes exposed 
himself imprudently ; but who that has not personally to 
do with papal intrigues, that has never been in the heat 
of a papal contest ; that has never felt the tremendous 
horror. Inspired by the infuriated yeU of «* i^«!g«i mob, set 
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on fire by the roaring lion of hell, dreadful enough to 
nnnerve the strongest man, and chill the blood in his 
veins ! — ^who that does not see what a desperate effort, 
which only faith in God, and burning love for souls, can 
inspire, is required to meet, and overthrow such threaten- 
ing force ; and encourage the timid flock of God, either to 
stand fast, or go forward — ^who that has not thus seen, and 
thus felt, is able to judge? In the midst of his engagements, 
there was not seen in Farel, any hurried perturbation: — no 
unguarded expressions escape him, no revengeful feelings 
are betrayed; — and when stoned, beaten, imprisoned, 
covered with his own blood, and the mire of the street — 
all is endured with the meekness and patience of a lamb ! 
Still his zeal continued unquenchable, and his love flowed 
like a steady and unabating stream, in constant union 
with its perpetual, overflowing fountain. Worldly pru- 
dence has often covered churches as well as individuals 
with sackcloth, and like a direful plague has spread spir- 
itual desolation both to them that were near, and to them 
that were afar off. 

It might, justly, be supposed that such a man as Farel 
should have had no enemies, besides those with whom he 
was at open war. But these are the men that alarm the 
powers of darkness, and put Satan to his wits to overturn 
their labours and destroy their influence. Paul was not 
without false brethren ; and Farel must have similar trials 
of his faith. Slanders and misrepresentations of his 
character met him, where he had the greatest reason to 
expect nothing but friendship, gratitude and love ; but 
these are common sufferings to which the best and most 
active servants of God, have «ivra^^ \i^«vi. «i:^Q!%fc^« ^^». 
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every age have been found evil disposed persons, who, 
reckless of consequences, have thrown out cankering in- 
sinuations, which, like an epidemic, irrespective of rank, 
station, or grade in society, heedlessly, pitilessly, pursues 
its onward course, shedding a pestiferous effluvia upon its 
victims, unperceived by them, imtil their strength is with- 
ered, and the vital fluid corrupted in its foimtain, ceases 
to afford nourishment to the body ; and the fatal symp- 
toms of approaching dissolution forbid the hope of long 
protracted existence. — This blighting influence will work 
for a time, until He, who hus his way in the whirl-vnnd 
and in the storm^ says, " It is enough." — Then brighter 
days succeed. Thus, it was, with Farel : — The powers of 
darkness sometimes delayed his march ; but at every halt, 
he took in fresh supplies ; he waited upon God, his 
streng^ was renewed, like the eagle's, and he rose supe- 
rior to every obstacle ; advancing, in the name of the 
Lord, from conquering to conquer. He was the minister 
of God, and not of man ; the testimony of his own con- 
science, and the grace of God, were sufficient for him. 
Thus shall it be with every faithful minister of Christ. 
Yes, he has nothing to fear, from men or things, whether 
famine, nakedness or the sword. — ^Let us look at Farel, 
and obey God only ! The one desire of the writer of these 
pages, is, that he may die the death of that righteous 
man, and that his last end may be like his : 

My body with my cbai^ lay down, 
And cease at once to work and breathe ! 



CHAPTER XII. 



Remarks on Popery. 

The true character of popery has been so abundantly 
developed in the preceding pages, and by other means, 
that one might rationally conclude, that every well-in- 
formed person, — every friend of himianity, would be 
ashamed to own any relationship to her. But as that is 
still only partially apprehended ; and as the opinions of 
men are various both concerning her real character, and 
the treatment she deserves ; truth, philanthropy and reli- 
gion, demand a reiteration of those means that are cal- 
culated to exhibit her fairly, and as fully as possible to the 
world. 

Three reports concerning popery have gone forth ; and 
it concerns the disciple of Christ, in the present day to 
ascertain the truth or faUacy of those reports. One, and 
the first that we shall notice, is, — That the character of 
popery is altered and improved, that it is milder, more 
liberal, and not of that same bloody and persecuting 
spirit, by which it was once characterized. This notion 
may have been somewhat encouraged and strengthened, 
by the interesting accounts which have been given of the 
liberality of the present pope — ot \iVa ^\tt3as^ ^sl^'^«s^'%r». 
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to promote a reform in the Italian States. It is pleasing 
to humanity, to entertain hope, that the suffering papal 
poor obtain any sympathy, that employment is provided 
for the labouring classes, or that any encouragement is 
given to useful arts and sciences. But if the reform be 
in these only, or chiefly, what is it more than washing the 
** outside of the cup and platter ?" Is he therefore, be- 
sides all this, attempting a reform in the doctrines and 
observances of his church ? Has he made void, and abso- 
lutely, and openly abolished the black decree, made by 
the famous constitution Unigenitus,* at the beginning of 
the 18th century ? viz : That a return to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and to faith, without the merit of works, is con- 

* The following aDecdote may serve to shew how little ability the 
pope has to eflfiect a reformatiou in popery, however he might be in- 
clined to do so.— That it is not the pope only that makes popery, nor 
is it merely the system that makes the pope what he is ; viz. — Any 
thing, or nothing. But every development of it exhibits a family 
feature from the father of lies, and proves it to be the complex work 
of Satan to destroy the human race. 

" The famous book of Quesnel, which produced the bull Unigeni- 
tus," so called from the word with which it begins, deserves a mo- 
ment's attention. Into this book were elegantly introduced the prin. 
ciples for which Jaosenius had been already condemned; and the 
style was so pleasing, and the annotations on the New Testament so 
spiritual and animated, that it was read with the greatest delight. 
It had reached Rome ; and Renandot, a French Abbe, going on a 
visit to the pope, found him reading the new publication. *' This,** 
says he, to the Abbe, " is an excellent book. We have nobody at 
Rome capable of writing in this manner. 1 wish I could engage the 
author to reside here.** The eagle eyes of the Jesuits bad aeen 
through the design of Quesnel, to give weight and consequence to 
their Jansenist enemies, whom they wished to crush. 1 heir cries, 
there/bre, of henny furrouoded the pontiff, and though the work 
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demnable, as impious and heretical/ Besides, is it possible 
for popery to reform itself ? Yes ; it may, if the carnal 
mind, which is enmity against God, can, by a law of its 
own creating become subject to the law of God. (Bom. 
viii, 7, 8.) Yes; if the Ethiopian can change his skin, 
and the leopard his spots : — ^Yes ; we answer, when light 
can hold communion with darkness, and when the temple 
of God is in agreement with idols, and when Christ can 
be in concord with Belial : (2 Cor.) A scriptural reforma- 
tion in popery, would be its destruction ; it would make 
fhe pope ashamed of his triple crown — the light from 
heaven, necessary to work a reform in popery, would strike 
the pope himself with dreadful horror for his blasphem- 
ous assumption of titles that only belong to God, he would 
sink into the dust, and call on the rocks and mountains 
to fall upon him and hide him from the wrath of the 
Lamb, because of the myriads of souls already perished, 
and that are now perishing through the delusions, which 
his earthly and sensual policy compels him to uphold ! 
And can it then be any thing more — anything better than 
the futile refuge of a fleshly mind, to argue that excellent 
persons, by remaining in the papal communion may be 
useful in promoting a reform therein ; or, be the means of 

was 80 ezcellent before, they insisted on his reading it again with 
Jesait spectacles, and extracting from it, and condemning one hun- 
dred and one propositions, as heretical, or, of heretical tendency. 
This bull set the kingdom of France on a flame. A vast multitude 
bad read, and approved father Qaesnel; cardinals, bishops, and cler- 
gy innumerable, perceived in the work singular unction j and not 
viewing it through the same glasses, could discover nothing like her- 
etical pravity in it The protestants, by this bull, were convinced 
DO abuse at Rome would ever be conecVftd."— Vl\UKV&. 
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doing some good there, which they could not otherwise 
do ? It is useless to argue with persons who axe wise above 
what is written. The reformers were, perhaps, as wise 
and as holy, as any persons of the present day ; and they 
attempted reformations, but it was at the hazard of their 
lives. However, the light and grace of God led them to 
hate '*the whore of Babylon," and forsake her; and such, 
it may be justly and safely inferred, will be the effect of 
the saving grace of God in every instance of conversion, 
and with every soul that holds communion with God. 

A second report is, that popery is gaining ground in 
this country; — ^while a third party contend. That it is not 
reaUy on the increase ; but that from the lax state of the 
nation, those true sentiments and feelings, which had pre- 
viously been concealed in the bosoms of many, have now 
found a favourable opportunity of ripening to maturity, 
and developing themselves in open day ; as when by << the 
8un*s directer " heat, the dormant eggs of the insect are 
quickened into life, and cover with destructive worms the 
plant that sustained them. Admitting the second as the 
true state of the case ; let us then consider what may pro- 
bably be some cause of the increase of popery in the 
land. 

Can then the spread of this deadly evil be owing to the 
lack of protestant instumentality for carrying on the des- 
igns of the Reformers, and advancing vital and true Chris- 
tianity in the nation ? May we not rather ask, with admir- 
ing gratitude; was the instrumentality that effected the 
reformation, ever more favoured by human authority, ever 
more numerous and varied in its agency, ever more en- 
eowaged by circoiustanceS; than it has been during several 
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years past in this country, and in continuance to the present 
day ? Is it not obvious, that the protestants of this highly 
favoured land, have had opportunities, and means suffi- 
cient, not only of preventing accessions to popery, but of 
extirpating the leaven that remained, and of advancing 
the purposes of the Reformers to perfection ! 

Many have been the well- meant attacks on the delusive 
errors of popery, but it would be endless work, and a 
waste of time, to combat them separately. One weapon 
is sufficient — Salvation by grace through faith; this strikes 
at the root, and where this doctrine is established, the 
whole system falls at once. It is this fundamental truth, 
which the established church of our country justly calls, 
the strong Rock and Foundation of 4he Christian Religion ; 
it is this that first drove popery out of these kingdoms, 
and it is this alone can prevent its baneful influence from 
extending. Can you empty the great deep, drop by drop? 
Then may you reduce popery by striking at its branches ; 
and reform it by palliatives. " But let the righteousness 
which is of God by faith be brought in; and so shall the 
proud waves thereof be stayed." Then shall the mouths 
of those who glory in their shame, and openly deny the 
Lord that bought them, be stopped — then shall those who 
vainly boast of the antiquity of their religion, and by a 
pompous shew of ceremonies deceive the awe-stricken 
ignorant multitudes that regard them, be covered with 
confusion. 

What is there in popery to claim the veneration of the 
human intellect, or that justifies the favourable regard of 
a disciple of Christ ? Let the man skilled for detection, 
the man endowed with more than mortal courage, enter 
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into her arcanum, and make diligent search for the foun- 
dation on which she rests ; then let him publish his dis- 
covery to an astonished world ! Its abettors have discern- 
ment enough to perceive, if they have not sufficient 
frankness to confess, that its foundation is not the word 
of God ; of this they themselves are witnesses ; — ^for they 
labour to conceal it, they mutilate it, they call it " a bad 
book, the devil's book" — ^yet they tremble before it! On 
what then is the apostate church built ? — ^It is enough for 
us to state what we know — and what they cannot success- 
fully deny. We presume to declare, they cannot rely 
upon the pure word of God, either for support or comfort 
— ^not upon the grace of the Holy Spirit ; for what grace 
can they expect &om Him, whose word they despise, and 
dare not submit their heart or conscience, to His influence 
and authority ! — ^Not to the precious blood of Christ ; for 
they discard the means of vital union with Him, faith, 
without the merit of works — they trust to the prayers and 
merits of others ; and whilst they bow to an image, des- 
pise the salvation which Christ hath procured for, and 
offers to them, freely ! 

Have not mankind been accustomed to yield to a power 
and authority in popery, which, in reality, it does not pos- 
sess ? Popery, in itself, is weakness — ^the weakness of fall- 
en nature, clothed with the terrors of human policy, aided 
by the powers of darkness— owing its apparent energy 
and influence, to the ignorance and depravity of man's 
natural condition. The fear and dread inspired by the 
church of Bome, is not the gracious fear of God ; but is 
rather a natural fear, such as the solitary traveller is the 
subject of, when jonmeying in the fttsUnesa of a dark 
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night, far from any friendly habitation, on a road infested 
with thieves and robbers, or with ferocious beasts of prey. 
That which elevates a man to the dignity of Christian, 
and restores to him true courage, equally subverts the em- 
pire of Satan, and overthrows popery, viz : — Salvation by 
grace through faith. We have seen, from the preceding 
history, how, the adversary knowing that faith alone could 
overturn the foundations of his kingdom, called forth all 
his forces, and employed all his arts of lies and calumny 
to aflfright that champion of the Lord of Hosts, Martin 
Luther, from reviving it. Nor can we wonder at it; for, 
as that man of God observes, " How would it enrage a 
proud strong man armed, to be stopped and set at naught 
by a little child coming against him with a reed in his 
hand ? " Especially, when he knew that little child would 
surely overthrow him, and tread him under foot. Even 
so. Lord Jesus ! Thus hath thy strength ever been made 
perfect in weakness ! 

The conquest of popery requires neither the strength of 
Samson, the wisdom of Solomon, the learning of Gama- 
liel, the eloquence of Apollos, nor the power of the state. 
Up then, ye children of faith, stand upon your watch- 
tower — ^mark with a jealous eye, each new position of the 
enemy — arrest its progress, by bringing the truths of the 
Gospel, to bear more powerfully upon it — regard the 
watch-word — The pure word of God, in the hand of his 
feeblest child, and faith in Christ, are alone sufficient to 
make it tremble and fall. 

Arise then ye race of Protestants ! ye children and heirs 
of vast property and privileges — ye descendants of the 
most noble Ancestors that evet «AomftflL Vk^ ^^^^ ti\\s»- 



106 BEMABK8 OK POPEBT. 

tory — the Befonners ! Suffer not the lanrels they have won 
for you, at the expence of their blood, to lie any longer 
withering through your neglect ! The same authority that 
first called those men of grace to be Reformers, now calls 
every Protestant in the land to be a Reformer. Let each 
begin by throwing himself upon his knees, and implore 
mercy and forgiveness, for the sake of Christ, for his past 
slothfulness and apathy. — ^Let every head of a family 
teach his household out of the Bible, and govern himself, 
and those dependent on him, by its hallowed directions — 
let every neighbour teach his neighbour, from the Bible ; 
for that alone is your Father's book, which He has given 
for the use of the whole human family — let the land over- 
flow with scriptural knowledge, then shall the foe be van- 
quished — and God, even our own God, will bless us, and 
cause his face to shine upon us. 

Go forth then thou little child that believest in God ; 
regardless of man, go forth in the strength of grace alone; 
and the right hand of thy God shall teach thee terrible 
things ! Though thou art helpless and weak as an infant 
of days, and Goliath is before thee — think on David, and 
David's Lord, and the strong man shall fall prostrate at 
thy feet. And thou shalt still march on, under the Cap- 
tain of thy salvation, conquering and to conquer, until the 
enemies of the Lord are overthrown, and Christendom, 
in unity, shall ascribe thanks and praise to Him, by whose 
word, and by the blood of the Lamb, the saints of the 
Most High, obtain the victory. So let thy kingdom and 
glory speedily dispread over the whole earth. — thou who 
wast, and art, and art to come, the Lord God Omnipo- 
tent f-^Amen, 

FINIS. 



